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The School of Humanities & Applied Social Sciences, 
University of Western Sydney, Nepean will host an international conference 
on Cultural Studies and Cultural Production. The Conference will also srrvc 
as the inaugural meeting for the establishment of an 
Australian Cultural Studies Association. 
The conference will provide a forum for the renewal of cultural studies 
in Australia, promote debate on the politics of culture in Australia ancl 
will host performances, films and videos with the aim of 
highlighting cultural production. 
Topics: 
• Future of Australian Cultural Studies • Cultural Policy :Australia & Qperseas 
• Writing in the 90's • Asian Popular Culture 
• Understanding Cultural Performance • Feminism & Cultural Studies 
• Recent Independent Film Making • Critique of Mulliculluralisrn 
• Politics & Culture • Cultural Studies as an Academic 
Enterprise 
Keynote Speakers : 
Meaghan Morris 
The Future of Australian Cultural Studies 
John Frow, University of Queensland 
Response to Meaghan Morris 
Ian Angus, University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
Inscription & Horizon: A Postmodem Civilising Elfecl 
Tony Bennett, Griffith University : Putting Policy into Cultural Studies 
Great interest has been shown in the Conference with participants attending 
from all over Australia, New Zealand, U.S.A., Canada and Europe. 
For further information and registration details : 
Carolyn Schmitt, Conference Co-ordinator, 
School of Humanities and Applied Social Sciences, 
University of Western Sydney, Nepean, Box 10 Post Office, 
KINGSWOOD. NSW. 2747 
Telephone : (02) 678 7375 Fax : (02) 678 7399 
CONTENTS 
DEUSTCHMARK UBER ALLES: Game, set and match to Helmut Kohl. 
NEW WALLS: East Europe's new refugees. 
KYLIE COUNTRY: ]]]'s radio daze. 
PRIVATE WATERS: To own or not to own ... 
COLUMNS 
PROFILE: Barry ]ones 
CHINA SHOP: Maybe, just maybe, we should be in the Gul 
LmERS: Misunderstood. 
NEWS FROM NOWHERE: Does the ALP reoUy exist? 
DEAR DR HARTMAN: Restructuring the home. 
FEATURES 
NOT FeR lOAN Df -·')RE: 
- ~'~: \I 1991 
UNIYCr'. SiTY Ci- 'v'.'Oi.:.;;,., 'JG 
Mi•: HAI:L BIRT LIBRA 
DARK SATANIC MILLS: Is lAbor at last changing tack on industry policy? 
4 
6 
7 
8 
9 
46 
47 
48 
Our roundtable discussion looks at industry's malaise. 
And ]oe Burke and Ian Cox study the latest overseas models. 12 
LOGJAM: The end of the Tasmanian accord marks a failure of trust 
between greens am[ labour. Clare Curran reports. 20 
A MODEST PROPOSAL: What? Privatise the ALP? 
Mike Salvaris has the inside story. 24 
MORE PRIVATE THOUGHTS: Privatisation has disorientated the Left. 
Terry Flew and Mark Latham offer contrasting futures. 29 
MATTERS ARISING 
SPORTING REVOLUTIONS; Einstein and Beetson: two peas in a pod. 34 
KULTUR SHOCK: Perhaps the two BerZins don't, well, like each other? 37 
ETHICS AND IVF: Romaine Rutnam on the continuing controversy. 38 
REVIEWS 
FEMINIST FINESSE: Feminism meets the bureaucratic jungle. 41 
WAVES OF CHANGE: Jemima Garrett on the Pacific's turbulent decade. 42 
MAN OF LETTERS: Eric Gill: extra bold. 44 
11 AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW : 123 :NOVEMBER 1990 I 
IDITORIAL COUECl1VES ·SYDNEY: Brian Aarons, Eric AaroN,. Hilda Andrew~. Rot Bragg. David Burchell. Clare Cumn,IGtty Esgeddng. 
II 
Jm Endenby, Ckxla Garton, Jane lngli!, Sue M.'Cre.tdie. Peter McN..ece. Mike Iacher. MELBOURNE: Louile Cmncr, Jim Crolthwa!R. David Ettenhank, 
IMIXImedy, Pavia Miler, I<m Ncding. Olga Silver. BRISBANE: Nicxlla DouzNny, Jane Evana, Howud Guilk, Mila K.tnnedy, Colin Macer, Michael 
Meadows, JeHery Minion, Rob M:Queer\, Paul Nato1, Mug O'Damell. CileDe Thoma~. Tony Woodyatt. 
MANAGING EDITOR: David Burchell PRODUC110N EDITOR: Kitty Egger king 
1 1 ADVERTISING: Ros Bragg. ACCOUNTS: Hilda Andrewa (Sydney); Olga Silver (Me]boume). 
DISTRIBUTION: (NewugentJ): Wrapaway, 36Al, :U F'Jtzroy St. M.uridr.vilJe 220&. 
J I 
(Boabhopa and other outlets): Manic Expoaeur, PO Box 39, World Trade Centre, Melboume 3005. Ph: (03) 416 2050. 
DESIGN: Jim Endenby. COVER GRAPHIC: Simon Letch 
TYPESETilNG: Gloria Garton. PRINTER: Spotpreu, 105-107 Victoria Road. Marridtville 2206. 
PUBLISHED BY: Awtrallan Radial Publiationa, 635 Harrla St, Ultimo :tJXfl. 
All ~terW CALK 1990. Penni11lon auut be aought to reprint artldea or reproch- pphla. 
CORRESPONDENCE: ALR. PO Box A247, Sydney South 2000. PHONE: (02) 2817668; (02) 2812899. fAX: (02) 281 'JH/7. 
• AIR -leoma colltributlona and !etten. ContribuUona mUll be typed. double-apaCI!d on one aide of the paper only. They will be returned if 
1«0111panled by altamped, self-addressed envelope. A style guide l.t available on requett. Arrangement• for electronic lransmitlion of artidn. 
either on disc or by modem- can be made. Ring the ALR o.ffia for information. 
View• expressed are those of the authors and not necatarily thoee of the editorial colledive. 
2 BRIEFINGS 
A string of streets in suburban Berlin tells the story 
of the stark differences in economic and political life 
which have developed between the eastern and 
western sectors of Germany after 40 years of 
separation. A walk along any of these streets which, 
for nearly 40 years, were divided by the Berlin Wall 
and the yawning gap between the economic 
prosperity of what was once West Germany and East 
Germany becomes clear. At the western end of the 
streets, salaries are between four and six times the 
salaries of those who lived in the East 
While the residents at the eastern end 
shovel brown coal for heating, further 
down the street on the western end all 
the apartment buildings are centrally 
heated. The residents of the west glide 
along the streets in their sleek German 
saloons. Those from the east splatter 
along in foul-smelling Trabants 
which, in some cases, they have 
waited for more than ten years before 
delivery. At the western end, renova-
tions are almost a part of life. At the 
other end of the street, the paint is 
peeling off and the buildings are 
dilapidated and in a state of total dis-
repair. Several families still share the 
same bathroom. 
Bridging the gap has become the 
prime consideration of German 
politics rising above all other issues as 
the country prepares for the first all-
German elections since Hitler grabbed 
power in 1933. 
The revolution which began in the 
streets oflarge East German cities over 
a year ago and which eventually 
swept the inflexible, corrupt com-
munist system from power has now 
been co-opted by the mainstream of 
German politics. With unemployment 
soaring in the east, and the cost of 
unification now starting to move out 
of control, those from the west want 
the incorporation of the east achieved 
with the minimum of fuss and cost. 
For those from the east it is about 
achieving a standard oflife equivalent 
to the west with all the consumer sym-
bols of prosperity and the regenera-
tion of industry and the creation of 
jobs. 
This is despite very clear signs that 
many from the east are feeling the 
pressure of being part of an historic 
experiment which has totally 
reconstructed their lives and their 
economy. Nearly two generations of 
Germans grew up under the com-
munist regime of the former East Ger-
many. In a very short period of time 
they have moved from communism to 
capitalism, losing their jobs, military, 
police, schools, flags, traditions and, 
to some, their national identity. Even 
the churches are being merged with 
those in the west. Teachers are being 
retrained and many public officials 
have been dismissed. Those who were 
once in positions of authority in the 
east and who moved to the west have 
found themselves at the bottom of the 
pecking order again. Those that 
stayed are more often now at home 
unemployed. Many in mid-career or 
older believe they will never adjust. 
Doctors in both the east and west have 
been flooded with new patients who 
have felt the strain of adjusting to the 
new life in western consumerist cul-
ture. Employees in the west complain 
that workers from the east show very 
little initiative. In communist East 
Germany it was not unusual for a 
working day to begin about 8 am and 
to peter out by about lunch time with 
the afternoon spent queuing for basic 
items or carrying out administrative 
tasks. 
As the morale in the east sinks, there 
are yearnings for aspects of life under 
the former regime. Notthe corruption, 
or the constant secret police surveil-
lance, or the lies or the lack of con-
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sumer goods, but the less ronnoli1:al 
and less competitive life 
state ensured job security. 
consequence, careers were less 
tant to families and friends. 
In a West German television poll 
of East Germans queried said 
pected to be second-class 
the new Germany for a long 
the euphoria over the 
fades and tensions between 
'Ossies' and 'Wessies' have 
those from the east have 
selves defending what they 
was good about life in the east. 
work of generous state 
childcare facilities meant that 
than 90% of working age were 
work in full-time employment. 
By the end of the year nearly a 
of the workforce in the east 
unemployed. And already 
ment is claiming more 
men. There is now 56% 
ment among women 
44% among men. 
The lavish range of support 
help try to improve East urrlllillll-
poor birth rate. But East 
also permitted any woman to 
abortion during the first three IMII•1•v•1 
of pregnancy. In West 
women had to justify having an •tJDc>ll 
tion on medical and social ....,,.,diUIM 
before a panel of doctors, or 
risk of both patient and uucun ..... _ 
up in court. 
In the haste to create the new 
many, abortion law reform alor~glll~i::i: 
some of the more difficult qu~~ .. ._ .. j 
unification, such as 
government from Bonn to 
been essentially placed on the 
burner until after the Decembtr 
tion. 
Whatever their anxieties, no 
about to give up their new 
freedom and access to an 
cornucopia of consumer 
expect that, in the long run, 
financial status will improve. 
they have to wait for the 
·~ the Berlin Wall was breached, 
~aspiration of the original leaders 
fl the 1989 revolution to reshape the 
German state into a 'new', 'true' and 
'Jmuine' socialist state were quickly 
l 
~aside by the stampede into the 
I lilt for a taste of life which had been ilaUed to them for 40 years. 
. ~ly, it was the short, stooped, 
-.cky figure of Gregor Gysi, who 
tok over the mantle of leader of the 
.ed East German communists 
lid who, in the final days of East Ger-
•ny, seems to be the only one 
~Wending the interests of the 16 mil-
lm East Germans. He consistently 
~ to protect the social benefits of 
Jpt Germans and argued for a better 
jlra1 under unification. Mr Gysi has 
transformed the former communists, 
•naming them the Party of 
Danocratic Socialism (PDS). Up until 
mntly the party was facing a doubt-
~ 11a1 future. However, changes to 
Germany's electoral laws aimed at 
I i(llltecting smaller parties is likely to 
f ~ the PDS back into parlia~ent in 
{ ~J.e n xt few years. 
~ ny's governing right-of-centre 
t 'tion led by Chancellor Helmut 
f hi has turned the !989 revolution 
i . a successful populist movement 
which should guarantee it a trium-
phal win in December. Eighteen 
months ago, with the German 
economy becoming sluggish and the 
opposition Social Democratic Party 
(SPD) rising in the opinion polls, Mr 
Kohl's future appeared uncertain. 
Now the best that the SPD can possib-
ly hope for is not to be completely 
crushed in the elections by the Chris-
tian Democratic-dominated coalition. 
At the recent elections in East Ger-
many, held to create five new states to 
draw the east into Germany's federal 
system, Mr Kohl's Christian 
Democrats won four out of five of the 
states. His party seems well on the 
way to victory in the December elec-
tions. 
The SPD' s candidate for the post of 
chancellor, the premier of the state of 
Saarland, Mr Oskar Lafontaine, is 
regarded with increasing doubt by 
party members and supporters be-
cause of his shifting position on 
unification. His constant comments 
about the cost of drawing the two Ger-
manys together have also made him 
unpopular in the east. 
The SPD' s strong stance on the en-
vironment is of little consequence at 
present to an electorate in the west 
which is preoccupied with achieving 
the smoothest possible run to unifica-
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tion and an electorate in the east 
which is still somewhat immature and 
not fully versed in the questions of the 
environment. Except, of course, a fear 
that a sceptical stance on the environ-
ment might have an adverse impact 
on jobs. 
This year's unification elections are 
likely to mark the end, at least in its 
present form, of the world's most 
prominent environmental party, 
Germany's Greens. The left of German 
politics is running out of steam. The 
end of the Cold War has cut the 
ground from under its feet. There are 
unlikely to be any more confronta-
tions over missile placements, as there 
were during the last decade. The 
Greens remain opposed to Germany's 
membership of NATO. But neutrality 
is hardly stirring. Especially during 
periods of such upheaval and with so 
many distractions. 
Teachers in the east say that while 
school life is more relaxed these days 
they are concerned about discipline 
and an increase in truancy. The call of 
free enterprise is apparently too great 
for many as often these truant pupils 
are found in the local market selling 
goods from behind a stall. 
ANDREW McCATHIE is Berlin 
correspondent for the Australum Financial 
Review. 
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New Walls 
Before the sun drops behind the sprawling Wedding 
steelworks next door, an aggressive jockeying begins 
for places in the queue outside the Authority for 
Foreign Nationalities in the new united Berlin. By 
daybrea~ the makeshift tents disappear from the 
factory's refuse lot and a line of 400 dishevelled 
bodies weaves its way through the rows of metal 
partitions. 
The refugees from Iran and Lebanon, 
Turkey and Angola, Bulgaria and 
Romania hope that that day they will 
receive an asylum application, the 
first hurdle to taking up residence in 
Germany. 
Throughout the old Federal Republic 
(FRG), the lines, tent camps and dark-
skinned families huddled in train sta-
tions attest to the new wave of 
immigration that has hit the country. 
The heightened disparity between 
North and South, and the fall of the 
walls in Eastern Europe have 
produced a record influx of political 
and economic refugees. While the vast 
majority of the nearly one million 
newcomers over the last year were 
German or ethnic German, the move-
ment of people from the East - par-
ticularly Poles, Romanians and 
Gypsies- has been met with an ugly 
popular resentment in both German 
states. Bonn and its Central European 
allies have countered with new walls 
of their own to shut out their eastern 
neighbours. Less than a year after 
their liberations, the eastern 
Europeans find themselves increas-
ingly excluded from the European 
Community (EC) fortress, second-
class citizens in an economically 
divided European House. 
The tortuous procedure for gaining 
asylum is one of the more subtle bar-
riers for potential immigrants. On the 
Democratic Republic (GDR)-Czech 
border, GDR soldiers physically 
evicted all Balkan peoples without 
hard currency. In September, 1500 
Austrian soldiers were assigned to 
patrol the country's eastern border. 
Rather than serve as a dumping 
ground for the West's unwanted 
guests, Prague too has tightened its 
visa requirements, forcing the 
easterners back on Hungary. Along 
the ever more militarised Mediter-
ranean frontier the domino pattern is 
also clear: those countries that don't 
block passage into the EC will have to 
deal with the refugees themselves. 
As long as the cold war reigned, the 
western countries boasted that they 
were the sanctuaries for 
communism's oppressed. Eastern 
block people were almost automat-
ically granted political asylum. Any 
citizen from the East could receive a 
30-day tourist visa to West Berlin. 
Austria cultivated its reputation as the 
international capital of the world's 
refugees. Now, with certain excep-
tions, the East Europeans fall under 
the category of economic, rather than 
political refugees. While the courts 
eventually deny most applicants 
political asylum, once they petition 
for the status they may live in Ger-
many on a state social allowance until 
their case is adjudicated. Even if 
turned down, the majority of refugees 
are granted official visas to stay on in 
the country. In the meantime, they 
exist on the fringe of society, Gypsies 
in tent camps in the Saarland, Poles, 
Romanians and Third World people 
picking up un under-the-table work 
or selling cigarettes in subway stops. 
In the early 60s virtually all applicants 
were granted political asylum; in 1985 
29% of applicants qualified; and last 
year the figure stood at 3.3%. 
On 1 September, the 51st anniversary 
of Nazi Germany's invasion of 
Poland, Bonn and the allied powers in 
West Berlin ended the city's special 
status for East Europeans. Potential 
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visitors from east of the Elbe now 
quire either hotel reservations, an 
specified sum of hard currency 
invitation to cross the Gennan 
ders. The Poles, explained 
Kaminski of the Polish Social 
Office in West Berlin, feel 
"through Solidarity in 1980 we 
the initial impetus to the 
in eastern Europe. We wanted 
back to Europe and now the 
the European house is being 
in our face." The insensitive 
restrictions, he told the Berlin 
zeitung, only rubbed salt in the 
people's wounds. (See Matters 
ing in this issue lor an un•"Yl'"" 
Taz's editor.) 
Above the objection of 
Vaclav Havel, the West has 
to enlist the Czechs and the 
their campaign. At the 
Slovak border, east Europeans 
Gypsies above all - must haw 
the border troops on duty 
is the proper amount of 
rency to pass through the 
Transit visas for Turks have 
restricted. The 
warned the Bavarian 
Eduard Stoiber, must "be very 
that fitting into the West 
community also demands 
the interests of one's .... ,., ............ 
Czechoslovaks' all-inclusive 
giving so-called transit 
hundreds of Turks and 
ers does not serve those 
Prague got the message and 
riers went up almost ;mrn .. tli .. 
Austrian and Czechoslovak 
guards now work hand-in-hand 
those from united Germany. 
The Hungarian press reacted 
dignation to its neighbours' 
The tiny country of 10 million 
now has over 100,000 
mostly Romanians -
there. On its southern 
lavia requires proof of at least 
visas. "Now that we in"'"''""' ... 
can finally travel,'" wrote the 
daily Milgyar Nemut, "we 
there are in fact 
ders between the peoples ol 
those of affluence." 
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ficial 'frUndship' between Third World guest workers and their GDR instructors, back in the good old dtlys 
r· 
~ k stopgap measures to seal borders 
lily suppress and aggravate the con-
ildictions inherent in the lopsided 
itribution of global wealth, the real 
'- IIIII'Ce of the immigration swell 
i 
!he failure to confront the North· 
Iauth and East-West splits on an ali-
t flrope, much less international scale, 
·1 'is left the retreat into the exclusive 
tuctures of nationalism the simplest 
lplion. The much-heralded fall of in-
lima! borders within the EC in 1992 
I
t \s only forced its frontier states to 
!icken the external boundaries. The 
·• 9: countries will only drop their own 
borders when the community assures 
its hermetic enclosure with fully co-
ordinated policies regarding visas, 
asylum policy and immigration laws. 
That these restrictions will also affect 
a certain category of tourists and 
seasonal workers is just one of the 
intended side effects. The restrictive 
policies serve equally to foster the 
nationalist and Eurocentric 
chauvinism that can justify the dis-
parity of the economic status quo. 
Until the concept of the modern na-
tion-state is itself redefined, its 
mechanisms will perpetuate the ine-
qualities inherent in its logic as well as 
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that of the international economic 
order. 
For the present, its structures provide 
the world's prosperous with their best 
defence against the world's have-nots. 
The Eastern Europeans' painful tran-
sition to market economies and the 
break-up of the Soviet Union will 
present its neighbours with a flood of 
refugees on another scale entirely. 
Fortress Europe must dig in for the 
long siege ahead. 
PAUL HOCKENOS writes for ALR on 
Europe from hU base in Budapest. 
6 BRIEFINGS 
Kylie Country 
It has been pretty clear for a while now that turning 
radio station JJJ into a national youth network is not 
going well. 
A staff split was a painful but neces-
sary step towards any attempt to rec-
tify things, so the recent staff sackings 
were a logical and necessary manage-
ment process. The remaining problem 
is that the wrong people lost their jobs. 
The people who should have been 
sacked are the ABC radio managers 
responsible for the station, and the 
senior programmers at m itself. 
Sacking popular, knowledgeable and 
talented announcers when it is 
programming and management who 
have been letting the side down was 
so transparent an act of bureaucratic 
scapegoating that it drew a huge 
response at a public meeting at Syd-
ney Town Hall, and an historic oc-
cupation of the studios. 
The rhetoric of most of the disgruntled 
listeners called for a return to the 
status quo ante, namely the full 
reinstatement of announcers Tony 
Biggs, Amanda Colinge, Tun Ritchie, 
Mark Dodgson and Andy Glitre. 
What is even more worrying than 
their thankless dismissal is that there 
is really no place for them to go in the 
rest of the ABC. ABC radio has excel-
lent programs and caters to some 
audiences extremely well, but has 
nothing at all to offer people in their 
20s and 30s with a refined taste for 
contemporary music and culture. This 
is an audience which is knowledge-
able, culturally educated and ignored 
-or worse. So while the public meet-
ing had a futile, nostalgic rhetoric 
about it, this cultural constituency has 
every right to feel hard done by. 
Speaking of rhetoric, nJ now talks 
about catering for a 'youth market' 
between the ages of 15-24, which is 
absurd. Somewhere smack in the mid-
dle of that age bracket is a major rite 
of passage: leaving school and often 
home as well, starting work or tertiary 
education. There is no such thing as a 
homogenous or continuous 'youth 
market' in this age range. School age 
'youth' tend to behave culturally quite 
differently from post-school 'youth'. 
School-age culture has a greater ten-
dency to homogeneity, with the for-
mation of peer group identity through 
collective consumption. This impor-
tant phase of cultural education is also 
characterised by a rapid turnover. 
Kylie Minogue might be huge one 
season, due to the peer identity effect, 
and non-existent the next. 
By contrast, post-school youth culture 
consists these days of a diverse range 
of micro-cultures. The identity-effect 
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appears mostly much looser and a Ji. 
tle more difference and distinction i 
tolerated between formations of taslt. 
This more subtle and diverse kind of 
youth culture is built on the 
experience involved in the 
one. Because post-school youth 
ture tolerates more diversity, it is 
sible for a radio station 
minority share of this audience 
have a significant impact. 
Triple J was at its best when it calenl 
to knowledgeable post-school s\JbN. 
tures, particularly the 
Australian rock, hard rode, 
music and black music for1mations.l, 
is now trying its best to offend 
them by throwing bits of each 
in a program format which is 
be homogenous but ends up 
awful to all. Worse, it is trying 
to a younger audience, but 
the resources and promotion 
mercia! station. 
One either has to go for all of 
school age' market' or none of 
is considerably less room for 
taste in the cultural behaviour in 
group and, consequently, not 
scope for a minority station. 
the school age listeners m has 
had are mostly attracted to it 
perception that it is a more 
cultural outlet than commercial 
pap. 
The rhetoric of the mana1~ea1ent 11111'1 
defending JJJ and the nostalgic 
disenfranchised inner city 
seems misplaced. The C ....... lno•ocr 
ment that can be made 
even more hard-headed 
the vacuity of 'ratings, 
ratings'. Triple J should not be 
as a service to a numerical 
consumers - a ridiculous view 
station not selling adv .. r~n••••• 
anyway. Triple J should be 
having a vital contribution to 
not to the consumption of mw~A~•r• 
to the production of it. 
Music, as Austrade is well awam-•• 
successful Australian export 
not to mention one which replaast• 
ports with locally made product. 
sic business has grown in 
tralia and, in particular, Sydney 
gh plentiful venues for live acts 
good distribution for recorded 
.uct. 
The venues are, sadly, disappearing, 
and the ABC has bastardised one of 
the best tools of industry policy it ever 
ilvented (however absenbnindedly) 
m giving exposure to local recorded 
product. There is something seriously 
deficient in the understanding of cul-
ture and cultural policy at the ABC. 
The commercial stations have done 
little for Australian music besides 
comply, barely, with local content 
guidelines. m, on the other hand, has 
actively promoted it. Midnight Oil, 
INXS, Hunters and CollectorS, Paul 
Kelly, Hoodoo Gurus, The Triffids, 
The Go Betweens and many other top 
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quality acts which have gone on to 
international success in some measure 
all got support from J]J, often at a cru-
cial early stage. Without that sort of 
support the domestic industry, to say 
nothing of Australian musical culture, 
will be lacking an important tool for 
nurturing talent of the finest quality. 
McKENZIE WARK writes on the media 
forAI.R. 
Private Waters 
The British Labour Party has been grappling with its 
attitude towards privatisation ever since Maggie 
Thatcher started the world-wide fad for flogging 
public enterprises a decade ago. 
Hewitt, the Australian born and 
d daughter of former Canberra 
darin Sir Lenox, visited Australia 
tly for the Evatt Foundation con-
tee on the future of the labour 
ormerly Mr Kinnock's press 
secretary, she is now deputy director 
rJ a new British leftwing think-tank, 
the Social Policy Institute. 
She said that ten years ago most of the 
'tish Labour Party was committed 
renationalising all the industries 
tcher privatised. As well, the 
's left wing coined the slogan 
ren_ationalisation with compensa-
,tcher's 'shareholding democracy' 
always more hype than reality in 
long-term achievement. But 
enough ordinary folk have made a 
ing by buying and selling their 
ritish Gas, Telecom, and other 
·s, to be alarmed by the Labour 
's threat. 
Labour has abandoned its 'no 
compensation' talk. It has faced in-
stead the mounting costs of 
renationalising the ever-lengthening 
list of privatised enterprises. '"There-
fore the party had to be clear about its 
priorities - why it wanted something 
in the state sector and whether it 
wanted 100% ownership, • said Ms 
Hewitt. 
Its first priority has become the 
privatised water companies - water 
being the 'classic natural monopoly'. 
But to buy back all the water shares at 
current market price would cost $6 
biUion. Labour has dedded to begin 
with strong regulation of the water 
companies, instead. In the end '"this 
might work well enough to make 
ownership less important," Ms 
Hewitt said. However, the party is for-
mally committed to buying back the 
shares in blocks till it builds up a sig-
nificant holding. 
The second priority is to renationalise 
the national electricity grid but to 
allow different production companies 
to feed into the grid itself. 
As for British Telecom, the govern-
ment retains a 49% share but this is 
expected to fall to 33% by the time 
Labour would have a chance to 
govern. Using dividends from its 
shareholding to build up dominance 
in Telecom is one ploy Labour is con-
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sidering. "But even at 33% that might 
give a Labour government a sig-
nificant degree of control," Ms Hewitt 
said . ..,Given other claims on limited 
resources that might be enough." 
The massive cost of renationalisation 
is not the only reason Labour has 
reversed its earlier policies. Some of 
the privatised industries are perform-
ing well enough. The privatised Na-
tional Freight Company, the subject of 
a worker/management buyout is, ac-
cording to Ms Hewitt, "immensely 
successful and employees have done 
brilliantly'". 
Even Telecom is now performing bet-
ter after a barrage of complaints in the 
first two years of privatisation. It had 
been fortunate to reap the benefit of 
major public investment in new 
equipment just before privatisation. 
More than the privatisation of the in-
dustries themselves, what irks Labour 
most is the use to which the booty has 
been put. It is here the ALP privatisa-
tion policy diverges from the Thatcher 
model and why Ms Hewitt thinks 
Australians are mistaken to think we 
are experiencing a dose of 
Thatcherism 
"'Apart from their intense belief that 
government can do almost nothing 
and the market can do almost any-
thing, the main reason the Tories sold 
off the public enterprises was to pay 
for tax cuts to the rich, • Ms Hewitt 
said. 
ADELE HORIN is a columnist for the 
Sydney Morning Herald. 
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A card-carrying 
Christmas 
010 
Already dreading the tinkle of sleigh bells, the ominous 'ho ho ho's? Have no fear. 
Judy Horacek, ALR's resident cartoonist, has produced a set of six ideologically 
squeaky-clean cards for Xmas, to gladden the hearts of your friends, and thoroughly 
confuse your relations. 
Among the subjects: hers tory's discovery of Mother Xmas; the three shepherds and 
male menopause; and Joseph's and Mary's childcare plans. The cards sell for $10.80 
for the packet of six, post-free. Write to ALR Xmas Cards, Freepost 28, PO Box A247, 
Sydney South 2000. (No stamp required if posted in Australia.) 
CHINA AFTER 
TIANANMEN 
............... Australian Lett Review is to publish an important supplement on 
political developments In China In Its February 1991 Issue. 
Among the Issues to be covered will be: 
Deng Xlaoplng's likely successors 
........... til ... The resurgence In Mao Zedong Thought 
New roles for the police force 
The state of the economy 
As well there will be articles on trade, the media and the arts. The 
.......... til ... supplement will be edited by Michael Dutton from the Politics 
Department of Melbourne University and Kitty Eggerklng, ALA's 
_Production editor. It wHI be invaluable to any student of Chinese DOIH*III 
Bulk copies of the supplement will be available. Contact ALR on (02) 
261 7668. 
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Bar!1!_] ones 
To be great is to be misunderstood. 
blph Waldo Emerson wanted this 
aphorism applied to "every pure 
and wise spirit that ever took 
flesh". Now, it may be stretching 
credibility too far to eulogise Barry 
Owen Jones - lawyer, teacher, 
politician and BP Pick-a-Box super-
star-as 'pure' or even 'wise', but he 
certainly has the tinge of greatness 
and more than his share of 
misunderstanding. 
Barry Jones' reputation as a know-
all is well-established, though over 
the years he's changed his tune a 
little, taken down his arrogance a 
peg or two. Sometimes he can be 
very funny, though it's usually an 
ironic, even sardonic, wit that he 
employs. His message is frequently 
misread, and sometimes it's of his 
own doing. 
A while back he thought he would 
have a" friendly" di~ at Australians' 
propensity to be "dim", evidenced, 
he said, by people's slowness in 
responding to an automatic teller or 
a green traffic light. Naturally, the 
friendly quip was reported as 
another slight on the national char-
acter. It must also be said that he can 
scarcely resist a joke at the 
audience's expense. He can't help 
himself. At the recent launching of 
the Australia Council's U11locki11g the 
Aazdemies, he slipped in mis-
chievous references to "former 
prime minister H.V.Evatt, electrical 
engineer Sir MacFarlane Burnet and 
Nobel-Prize winner in medicine Sir 
John Monash" as a further test of the 
collective dimness, by which he 
might convince himself of the 
J?roposition that Australians have a 
very shallow understanding of our 
recent history" and which AAP 
reported as fact. 
The media made up its collective 
mind about Jones years ago - an un-
repenting eccentric. He has, of 
course, his own explanation for the 
label: someone once bestowed the 
title- perhaps it was that memorable 
day he produced a magneto from his 
coat pocket during Question Time to 
demonstrate some obscure 
metereological point- and ever since 
the reputation has been recycled 
through the press clippings files. 
"Eccentricity is simply defined by 
the press gallery as being somebody 
who talks about different things to 
the subjects most people talk about," 
he says. And most people talk about 
sport, including "the great 
helmsperson", Bob Hawke, who, 
Jones generously acknowledges, 
"knows a lot about it". In a portfolio 
like science, there are many intan-
gibles to be addressed, and sporting 
comparisons here are not as easy to 
come by as in other portfolios. (See 
Matters Arising in this issue for 
Gary Wickham's explanation of 
paradigm shifts in sport.) 
He can understand the media critics 
and their labels, but he is incapable 
of reshaping that image. It's his per-
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ceived - even proper- role to goad, 
to chide Australia out of its cumula-
tive inertia. Anyone can see that, 
can't they? Sleepers Wake!, indeed. 
He probably does these things be-
cause he cares, because he wants to 
set Australia on the road to glory, to 
develop the potential that he sees. 
He's been talking up Australia as the 
intelligent country for some .years 
now, and you get the impression 
that he takes some credit for Bob 
Hawke's belated yroclamation of 
Australia as the clever" country, 
though it's daubed with the usual 
Jones' wit: "I'd always said we 
ought to make Australia the intel-
ligent country but that was too hard 
to spell." 
But push as he might, he can't budge 
or cajole us into action. 11\ink of his 
excitement when CSIRO came up 
with the notion of gene shears and 
his frustration when, after 18 
months, no Australian company 
would buy the idea, even with the 
incentive of a 150% tax deduction! 
By contrast a French firm didn't 
need any persuasion. According to 
Jones, that company responded to 
the announcement of the discovery 
within two days, saying "it's right, 
we're going to get into it". We do 
seem to be beyond hope. 
It's an irony for the Hawke govern-
ment that, even thou~h he was 
dumped as science miruster earlier 
this year, Jones is still regarded as 
the government's scientific seller. 
It's irony, too, that while his chastis-
ing of scientists as "wimpish" 
publicists has turned them into ef-
fective lobbyists, he can't cure him-
self of his own unfortunate public 
relations. He's angry, rather than bit-
ter, at being dumped ... he can under-
stand it all but he can't do anything 
to change his own act, albeit an act 
that has mellowed over the years. 
Who knows how long Barry Jones 
will continue to play de facto science 
minister. He's not talking about his 
prospects, though it's rumoured 
that he's been offered a number of 
university chairs. If he settles on 
such a course, he might come closer 
to that other Emerson recipe for 
greatness: "great men are they who 
see .. .that thoughts rule the world." 
Kitty Eggerking. 
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Straight Talking 
Would the West be right to 
wage war with Iraq? Fred 
Halliday and ]oe Stork argue 
the toss. 
Halliday: The core issue remains 
the question of Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait and, by extension, its 
regional consequences. The ques-
tion that always has to be asked is 
how this affects the interests of the 
people in the Middle East as a 
whole. By that I don't just mean the 
peoples of the Arab world, but also 
Israel, Turkey and Iran, as well as 
those without counbies who are in-
volved, particularly the Kurds. 
After two decades of everybody 
saying that Arab unity in the politi-
cal sense had finished, that it had 
died with Nasser in 1970, that the 
Arab world would not unite, you 
now see a very strong unification 
current in the Arab world. You now 
have an apparent revival of the 
slogans of secular nationalism and 
Arab unity at a time when people 
were not expecting it. In that sense 
the Iraqi regime is the inheritor of 
policies and slogans that go back to 
the heyday of Arab nationalism in 
the 50s and 60s and, of course, added 
to that is the slogan of anti-im-
perialism, confrontation with the 
United States, with Britain and, at 
the same time, with Israel. 
But the political character of the Iraqi 
mood is very different to that of Arab 
nationalism in the 50s and 60s. The 
Iraqi regime is a fascist regime in two 
senses. First, it is racist. Baathist 
ideology is a mythical, mystical and 
bombastic evocation of the greatness 
of the Arabs, as rerresented in the 
swaggering style o the regime, but 
also in the racist attitudes it adopts 
to non-Arabs, to Kurds, to Persians, 
to Jews and by extension towards 
the rest of the world. One can even 
see this racism in the way the Iraqi 
occupation forces have treated the 
different peoples in Kuwait. They 
have treated the Arabs reasonably 
well, they've treated the Westerners 
not that badly, but Filipinos, Ben-
galis and so on have been treated 
appallingly, raped, beaten up, killed, 
herded into the desert. 
It's also fascist in the kind of terror 
which it carries out within Iraq: the 
killing of tens of thousands of 
people, the systematic torture of op-
ponents, the reign of terror which 
has characterised this regime since 
1%8. I would compare the political 
record of the Baathist regime with 
that of Israel. 
The Israeli regime has rightly been 
condemned for its policy towards 
the Palestinians. It has denied them 
their rights as a Palestinian nation, it 
has brutally suppressed the 
democratic rights of the Pales-
tinians, and it has occupied the land 
of others. But if you compare the toll 
of human misery visited by the Iraqi 
regime on its own people, and now 
by extension on others, frankly there 
is little to choose between them. The 
Palestinians living under Israeli rule 
have more political rights, and are 
treated less brutally, than the Kurds 
living under Iraqi rule. 
If you add up all the casualties of the 
Arab-Israeli wars, including those in 
Lebanon, in the last 40 years, you 
will find that they certainly don't 
reach the level of destruction 
wrought by Iraq in its war with Iran. 
This is not a popular comparison to 
make, but it is an important one for 
setting this regime in some context. 
Stork: An issue here is what I would 
call the class question: the use of 
resources, the exclusive appropria-
tion of wealth by these small ruling 
families. Saddam is seen as an alter-
native to that in part of the Arab 
world. This is a misperception in 
many ways. The misuse and greed 
of the Sabah family in Kuwait, as-
tounding as it may be, and they are 
far from the worst offenders among 
the princely families in the Gulf, has 
to be set against the tremendous 
misuse of resources by Saddam's 
Iraq. We're talking about a country 
that was responsible for 17 or 18% of 
the total arms imports in the Third 
World in the decade of the 1980s.lt 
was not a case of a poor country 
invading a rich country, it's a case of 
a rich country invading a rich 
country. 
Halliday: There's no doubt that 
Sad dam's policies prior to 2 August, 
confronting the West and Israel, and 
even more so since, have aroused a 
great current of sympathy in much 
of the Arab world. And the longer 
this crisis goes on the more this sym-
pathey will grow, including in 
countries that are officially allied 
against him - Saudi Arabia, Syria. 
Egypt and others. This is most evi· 
dent among the Palestinians. 
Now why people should sym-
pathise with Saddam, including 
people who are well aware of his 
human rights record, is fairly evi· 
dent. It is a protest solidarity. Here is 
somebody who is standing up f(l 
the Arab world, who is at last doing 
something. But if one stands bad 
and asks: "Does Saddam Hussein's 
Iraq, both before and after his iJI. 
vasion of Kuwait, advance the inter· 
ests of the peoples of the Middle East 
as a whole?" The answer must be 
~~no". 
Let's take two simple issues: over-
coming the colonial legacy and the 
Palestiman question. If you art 
going to say that Kuwait is a colo!IW 
entity, then so is Iraq. On the logK 
Saddam has used to justify the OC· 
cupation of Kuwait, that this enlily 
was set up by colonialism, Iraq 
should also be abolished as a statt, 
as was originally the plan after thr 
First World War, on a democratic 
basis. There should be an inde-
pendent Kurdish state; there should 
be separate states for other parts 
the Arab population if they so wisA 
So you cannot solve the colonii 
legacy by arbitrarily changing m. 
tiers. This is simply a red herring. 
Secondly, Palestine. Saddll: 
proclaims himself to be a suppaif 
of the Palestinians Most Pa 
tinians seem to believe this. 
--------
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validity is there for this? Look at 
Saddam's past record. The role of 
Saddam has been a manipulatory 
one. It is he who assassinated Pales-
tinian leaders who wanted some 
kind of compromise with Israel. He 
has never taken the decisive step of 
uying that he is prepared to recog-
nise a Palestinian state and an lsrae1i 
state- without which there can be no 
solution to the Palestinian 9uestion. 
One has to say that Sad dam s record 
prior to 2 August has objectively 
served the interests of entrenched 
forces in Israel. Saddam Hussein 
does not want to see an independent 
Palestinian state. 
Stork: We should try and address 
what seems to be the main issue 
here: what should be the response of 
progressive forces in the West to this 
mvasion? I have come down on the 
position of neither imperialism nor 
fascism. However much we would 
h"ke to see Saddam Hussein and the 
Iraqi regime vanish from the face of 
the earth, the question has to be 
asked: at what price? 
The threat that Saddam represents, 
he's represented for a long time. It's 
not something that began on 2 
August. He made a move on 2 
Ausust that set up all sorts of orpor-
turuties to reshape the politica map 
in the region. But the United States 
should not be allowed to shape it 
alone. I think the issue is: do we 
support American military interven-
tion in this instance? It was obvious-
ly not done in the name of 
democracy or human rights or any 
kind of anti-fascist crusade. It was 
done to preserve a friendly 
hegemony in the region; if not an 
American hegemony, then a 
hcgemonyoffriendly forces, such as 
the Saudi regime. 
Halliday: A lot of people outside the 
Middle East have opposed the 
American policy for general political 
reasons that are relevant, but may 
lead to mistaken conclusions. 
Oncisa general hostility to war- and 
there's a mobilisation of peace senti-
ment around that. The f«ct is there is 
already war. Iraq has invaded 
Kuwait. And unless you adopt a 
thorough~oi~~ pacifist position, the 
normal, JUStified, response to ag-
gression is to try to resist, to try to 
tum it back. That doesn't mean that 
all forms of response are justified. · 
But the possibility of a military 
response to a war that has already 
been started by what is, in effect, a 
fascist state seems to me to be some-
thing that has been too quickly ex-
cluded by many in the peace 
movement. 
Secondly, there are people who say 
we should not oppose Saddam be-
cause the Palestinians and other op-
pressed peoples in the Middle East 
support him. This, of course, goes to 
the heart of the nature of solidarity. 
Is solidarity about the uncritical sup-
port of whatever oppressed peoples 
say, or is it an attempt to distinguish 
between whatever oppressed 
peoples may say at a particular time 
and what, in the view of any outside 
observer, are the long-term interests 
of that oppressed people? And my 
argument would be that the long-
term interests of the Palestinians, for 
an independent and democratic 
Palestine side by side with an Israeli 
state, do not lie in siding with Sad-
dam, whatever they may now think. 
This brings us to the question of 
what attitude to adopt to Western 
military activity in the Gulf. The 
premise of much of the discussion 
seems to be that whatever Western 
powers do must be wrong. If this 
means that whatever they do is self-
interested, this is clearly the case. 
The United States has gone into the 
Gulf to protect its strategic interests 
and protect oil. But this is not the 
same thing as saying that whatever 
they do in the Gulf is to be opposed. 
There are plenty of cases where the 
actions of such states, however self-
interested, may have positive conse-
quences. The role of Britain and the 
United States in fighting the fascist 
powers in the Second World War is 
an obvious case. 
And thts brings us to the question of 
who docs it, and at this point critics 
of Western policy tend to get rather 
vague. They say there should be an 
Arab solution. Well, frankly an Arab 
solution means no solution. An Arab 
solution means the Iraqis stay in 
Kuwait; we all know the Arab world 
is completely divided and ineffec-
tual. Then it is said that, somehow, a 
United Nations force should 
operate Fine, that would be quite 
appropn«te. But this will involve, 
among others, \Vcstern armies. So I 
would hope very much that there 
could be a pe«ceful solution to this 
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question, but I do not object to the 
role of Western armies in this, in the 
pursuit of what are legitimate inter-
national goals. 
I regard them as legitimate for two 
reasons. First, in my view the defeat 
of the Iraqi regime is in the interests 
of the peoples of the Middle East as 
a whole, including the peoples of 
Iraq. Second!~ if you do not stop the 
takeover of weaker states by 
stronger states, there's going to be 
more cases of this. The Arab states 
cannot live in a moral and political 
universe of their own without refer-
ence to the rest of the world. And to 
allow Sad dam to get away with this 
would mean that this example went 
all round the world. 
Stork: Whatever happens, I think it 
is vital to avoid a shooting war. 
Halliday: It may well be that sanc-
tions will persuade Saddam to 
withdraw. I think Saddam could 
withdraw from Kuwait. It comes 
down to a judgment of his, which we 
can't predict. But the question still 
has to be posed: if he doesn't, then 
what happens, and who does it? 
And I repeat, I don't think the region 
can come up with a solution, any 
more than it has come up with a 
soultion on Lebanon or the Palestine 
question, or the Sudan or Morocco. 
And at that point you have to say, 
which do you prefer: Saddam sits in 
Kuwait and becomes the un-
disputed dominant force in the 
reg1on, or, somebody does some-
thing about it, even if it's the West? I 
would favour the West doing some-
thing about it. 
Stork: Even if Saddam does sit in 
Kuwait, I'm not entirely clear who 
would be the dominant force in the 
region. What you will see - almost 
whether or not he withdraws - is a 
new coalition against him. It will 
most likely not leave him in Kuwait, 
but it could. It would be a terrible 
thing, but to tell you the truth I'm not 
sure how I would come down on 
that eventuality, because I'm not 
sure that the cure's better than the 
disease. 
FRED HALLIDAY is professor of 
international relations at the London 
School of Economics. JOE STORK is 
the editor of Middle East Report. First 
published in the October issue of 
Marxism Today. This edited version 
reproduced by permission. 
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Dark 
SATA 
mills 
This month the government will have to make up its mind 
on industn; policy. And there's an air of disillusionment 
with Paul Keating's 'no intervention' line. But what 
kind of new ideas can save our manufacturing from a 
sad demise? We assembled a roundtable discussion 
to debate the issues. 
rn nna Booth is federal secretary of the Clothing and Allied Trades Union (CATU). Les Fnllick works in the office of the Minister for Industrial Rela-
tions, Senator Cook. And Peter Roberts is a busi-
ness columnist for the Austrnlin11 Fi11nncial Review. 
The discussion was chaired by Sue McCreadie, 
economic research officer for CATU, and a mem-
ber of ALR 's editorial collective. 
The union movement has always seen industry policy as 
a key element of the Accord. To what extent has that 
expectation been fulfilled? How successful have the in-
dustry plans been? 
Anna: The most important consideration here is how in-
dustry has responded to industry plans. Where there is a 
small number of main employers and, in particular, the one 
employer such as with the steel plan, government has been 
able to target policies very precisely and get immediate 
responses. Where industries have a large number of 
diverse enterprises, such as the textiles, clothing and foot-
wear industries [TCF], the time for response is necessarily 
much longer. 
The years of decline of the manufacturing IIIUIU"''v 
caught us in a trap whereby the expansionary po!Jidllj• 
the Accord - which the union movement 
to lift standards of living together with public spenc:111'• 
industry policy - have created demand which cou:Ida'~· 
fulfilled by Australian suppliers and which therefo•relllll 
met by imports. 
The problem was that Australian companies weren't 
filling that demand and that other Australian con~··1r.; 
weren't exporting sufficiently to cover those 
consequently we had the balance of payments rnv•-·"" 
the policy response of high interest rates to 
demand. Such responses are recalled now as the 
policies of Fraserism. It's amazing that there's a 
political debate between the government and the 
tion over the role of monetary and fiscal and 
industry policy debate is still by and large dorninalla 
those who regard the free market and the co11nph~elll 
tion of tariffs as the way to go. 
Peter: The question of whether the Accord has 
industry reform has many answers. The response 
dustry has been really a function of the cap•aouq 
management. Obviously within TCF, the con1pa~lill 
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(Left to right) Peter Roberts, A1ma Booth, Sue McCreadie a11d Les F allick 
quite deficient in management, engineering and other ex-
pertise. 
e The truncated nature of the industry since the 60s means 
Of 1 that so many elements are missing. Management in this 
d tx)Untry is totally inexperienced in developing strategies to 
n utilise technology, to develop their own technology, to 
•e 'design and market their own products in any international 
s market. So it's asking a hell of a lot of management to 
respond to this government agenda when it is really not 
e~pable of doing so in most cases. Perhaps 10% of com-
n panies have responded excellently, a third of the com-
. panies are trying to respond in their own way, and more 
than half the companies I've come across aren't trying at 
all. 
1 
Lts: The other side of the problem is management's will to 
5 respond. An essential element of the Accord from the 
outset was the conscious short-term reduction in our 
wages share of total national product in order to boost the 
profit share. Under the simplistic logic of an economics 
· textbook, an increase in the profit share will lead to an 
incentive to invest. That hasn't transpired. To use Keating's 
delightful phrase, the bastards, have taken the money and 
run. They have absorbed the increase in profit share. In 
some cases that was because they didn't know how best to 
invest it, but in many cases it was an opportunity to make 
a short-term gain, have some conspicuous consumption, a 
bit of short-term property speculation and laugh all the 
way to the bank. 
We have to draw some lessons from that experience. One 
is that the free market doesn't automatically respond to an 
increase in the profit share. In fact real fixed capital forma-
tion, real investment, needs a certain guidance. A lot of 
investment in the private sector is in fact primed by public 
sector investment and if you let public sector investment 
fall off you miss the synergy between public and private 
investment. The public sector's pump-priming role fell off 
during the Accord, partly as a result of the balance of 
payments blow-out and partly as a consequence of the 
government's flirtation with the twin deficits doctrine- the 
belief in a rigid connection between the size of the budget 
deficit and that of the national account. But let's take some 
constructive lessons from this experience: let's not just say 
it's a disaster that management can' t or won't get involved. 
The level of management involvement in training certain! y 
needs to go up. But it's not so much a matter of the 
government picking winners as of having a productive 
strategy for guiding investment into key sectors and sus-
taining it. 
Anna: We have to be careful that the Hawke government 
doesn't retreat into the notion that you can't intervene in 
the market. There are certainly forces within the govern-
ment who believe that the best way to encourage activity 
by capital is to let it do its own thing. We have to recognise 
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that in the immediate period, and probably into the 
medium term, interest rates in Australia are going to be 
higher than in much of the rest of the world. Therefore we 
have to provide some relief that has budgetary implica-
tions, whether as forgone revenue or increased expendi-
ture, to offset the cost of investment in Australia. 
Peter: I'd go much further and say the ascendancy within 
the government is anti-industry policy per se. The Button 
industry policies that have gone through have been 
resisted and undermined wherever possible by the or-
thodoxy that is in control in Treasury. One of the key roles 
of the union movement is to inform its members of this 
battle and its implications for the future of the workforce; 
to take the fight to Canberra and try to give more weight 
to Button's arm. 
Anna: One of the best examples is the recent rejection of 
the guidelines for projects of national significance. The 
guidelines suggest it is possible by providing the informa-
tion base and the necessary support for local industry to 
supply major projects which could in tum underpin spin-
off developments in their own product area. This could 
ultimately lead to import replacement and export expan-
sion. Those guidelines were rejected because they were 
seen as interference in the building of those projects. That 
was a very disappointing reaction to one very constructive 
initiative of the trade union movement. 
Peter: In a way we're talking about the battle of industry 
policy against the pure economist's view of things. The 
union movement and anyone who's concerned about the 
future of the country has got to argue that governments 
should intervene and protect industries. Governments 
should attempt to alter investment decisions; they should 
reregulate in certain areas; and these things are not neces-
sarily inconsistent with achieving world competitive iJI. 
dustries. The success of the Asian countries has been based 
on intervention and government action to bring com-
panies together with research bodies to achieve a 
goal. 
Of course there have been events, like the VEDC ml 
Tricontinental fiascos in Victoria and WA Inc in 
that have brought a bad smell to the idea of tzmrenuntJ~I 
intervention, particularly in picking winners. Does 
mean we must redefine those objectives? 
Peter: The government has a duty to decide what ja. 
dustries we should be good at and to divert natioal 
resources into achieving that. 
Les: It's good press and good trade union rhetoric to haw 
a single enemy, the government, pursuing a single, obj«-
tionable ideology - that being free market economics 
supported by a hidden, faceless and nasty 
the Treasury and the Industry Commission. I see 
process differently. The government has consistently 
an interventionist industry policy. It has had plans; 
had selected, targeted assistance and it has held the 
movement and the bureaucracy and every other 
interest seeking a handout at ann's length. The 
ment has attempted to wean us off the notion that 
ment knows best, and it has relied on the notion 
spontaneous effects of the market would fill the 
won't do that. 
This government was conscious that the bureaucracy 
not reliable and was not pro-Labor. If the government 
going to intervene, who was going to do it? The 
bureaucracy? There wasn't the mechanism to do the 
of state intervention that MITI, the French and the' 
tigers' have done. Where we sailed on regardless . 
Western Australia and Victoria - we've recorded 
spectacular losses. The government could do U1. ICOllilP.JCtl 
ly more than it's done to date on industry policy 
you, I think we have to tum back the bureaucratic 
anti-interventionism. Governments have been 
a retreat from interventionism, because you 
elected consistently on a basis of high taxes. The 
danavian experience shows us that. As a result, the 
union movement over the last five years has unrll>nlll. 
rigorous introspection and has come up with a much 
concrete set of proposals than ever before. Even in 
much-studied textile industry we are a bit more 
than we used to be and we're not completely 
reductions in tariffs because we now understand 
dustry a lot better. 
Anna: We understand that unless we do create a 
industry that's vibrant and can stand on its own two 
then workers will continue to be screwed. Becau 
as workers are in an industry that's exposed to 
of demand and supply, and so long as they are 
for their automatism and not their skill, they will 
strategic bargaining positions. No amount of 
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livity can change that. We have to change the economic 
basis of employment in that industry. 
That presumably leads to a dilemma for the union move-
ment. Australia doesn't have a good track record on 
labour market adjustment. Unions can say to industry, 
'you ought to become more competitive and stand on 
your own feet with lower levels of protectionH. But 
mions don't run companies and can't force them to 
dlange. If they don't change, lower protection means 
lhey go out of business. How can unions tell members 
~t they don't support high tariffs any more, when the 
end result might be that they have no jobs? 
Anna: That's an almost unwinnable position in this en-
vironment. 
Lts: Unions can't do it all. The government is the only actor 
with the necessary overview to co-ordinate the process. 
Labour adjustment programs - taking people out of an 
industry, retraining them and directing them towards 
111other industry- are community decisions that need the 
investment of community resources. You can fund that 
through corporate taxation so the employers don't get off 
Sa>t-free. It makes more sense to force the government into 
roles like that because the private sector will never take 
them on, than to say the government ought to intervene in 
gmeral because the private sector is incapable of restruc-
luring. After all, the government is trying to drive the 
private sector to exploit the proper opportunities available 
to it. 
Peter: The government has been reasonably successful in 
lhe existing industries, but it has been unsuccessful and 
unadventurous in changing some of the very basic institu-
tional problems the cowttry faces and in tackling some of 
lhe new industries. Financial deregulation has utterly 
failed to bring about the competition the government sug-
sested it would. The banking system is basically a trading 
me rather than an investment one. There's a total drought 
«development capital, and this is costing us dearly in 
lerms of early company failures and in the long run in 
lmns of employment with the potential growth of these 
small companies. And the government has also been very 
parsimonious in assistance to new industries. Biotechnol-
ogy is the key example. The government spends a few 
million a year assisting biotechnology research. We should 
have identified that ten years ago as a key industry for 
underpinning the rural industries and for opening new 
opportunities. 
Lrs: As the unions have increasingly become intimate with 
!he industrial and political processes involved in industrial 
revitalisation, I'm a bit less sanguine about diving in boots 
111d all into industry assistance It's an extraordinarily 
difficult exercise. That doesn't make you an apologist, it 
just makes you cautious about throwing the taxpayer's 
money about. 
At the same time, anybody who hasn't by now realised the 
failures of financial deregulation wants their bumps read. 
1The Treasurer is finding ways of dista':lcing himself from 
financial deregulation by wading into the banking com-
mwtity and giving them a hard time. It's quite clearly the 
case that deregulation unaccompanied by anything else 
doesn't produce competition, but rather a very nasty fight 
which leads to oligopolistic power based on retailing. 
Anna: There's a kind of competition, but mostly the banks 
are falling over themselves to lend the most money to the 
most dubious characters in the commercial lending area. 
In the retail area they've focused on more consumer-
oriented practices like interest on cheque accowtts and 
much prettier facades for the banks. Certainly the scope of 
the finance and capital market of Australia has not been 
increased by deregulation. 
Peter: Superannuation funds are an important future 
source of venture capital, of development capital for real 
businesses, as distinct from paper-shuffling businesses. 
The wtions have got to think very carefully about how 
these funds are used. They should be committed in a 
prudent way to lead the superannuation sector into ven-
ture capital. The superannuation sector at present is very 
short-sighted. Those like AMP invest in 50 or 100 stocks 
and that's all. They won't invest in unlisted comapnies. 
They are not helping to develop any new companies. This 
is a budding role for the union superannuation funds. 
Usually, superannuation funds look at investing one or 
two per cent of their funds in venture capital. 
Anna: The ACTU is now working with the superannuation 
fund managers to develop just that approach. The major 
issue isn't risk. it's the time-frame you're prepared to ac-
cept for your return on investment. If you look at the 
manufacturing sector and the production of real goods and 
services, as opposed to paper speculation, you actually 
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find they're less likely to fail completely than those high-
risk. high-flying investments. People have been impatient 
and have wanted shorter tenn returns, but in superannua-
tion funds it's not necessary to have short-tenn returns. It's 
necessary to have good stable returns and to be able to say 
to your membership that we're investing your money in 
the best way for your retirement income. 
In the past we've looked down on import replacement 
indusbies becauae of their need for protection: they were 
seen as cosaeted and inefficient industries. However, in 
the clothing trade the most successful import replace-
ment companies were those with advanced technology, 
quick response and good work organisation. That point 
dearly hasn't got across to government circles. Is the 
present thrust of government policy and the direction of 
the unions towards export expansion above all else ade· 
quate? Or is there a case for trying to rehabilitate import 
replacement? · 
Anna: We should support export expansion, because it's 
one half of the equation, but we shouldn't look down on 
import replacement industries. For example the role of the 
Industrial Supplies Offices has been been pivotal in the 
import replacement area. That's also part of the ACfU's 
proposals to the government for this year's statement on 
industry policy. 
Les: That goes back to the point that we can build on our 
successes. The trade union movement has to be consistent 
and willing to return to these issues and raise them again 
and again until we do demonstrate the successes. One of 
the problems we've had is that we've wanted a grand slam 
industry policy- a statement of some hundreds of millions 
of dollars that would fix everything up. It's not a bad policy 
to go back to government time and time again and get a 
little more each time so that it's digestible for the trade 
union movement. 
Peter: The emphasis on exports is essential because com-
panies have to be knowledgeable about selling into export 
markets to be world class. If they're going to be import 
replacing they also have to be knowledgable. Marketing 
knowledge is what Australian companies lack 
Anna: Peter's example stands well for the wool and cotton 
industries. We're unable to say as yet that we've made a 
success of the raw materials processing program of the 
TCF development plan, but as Les says we'll keep going 
back to it. Unless and until a number of key producers in 
Australia, or in conjunction with overseas producers, 
decide to produce those goods for export, we are not going 
to have a world class industry. You cannot have a world 
class spinning and weaving program in this country 
producing simply for the domestic producers of clothing 
in an environment where the big users of cotton are in 
decline. 
We've been talking mostly about large scale industry. For 
a long time we neglected small business in the industry 
development agenda? To what extent is that now being 
rectified? 
Les: To an extent the structure of the union movemem 
leads to that outcome. In TCF and metals there are plelty 
of small producers, and we've had successful plans u 
them, so it's not impossible, but it's ~rtainl y more d.ifficd 
to get together with small diversified producers whm 
there's no central industry association. To go back to 
Peter's earlier comments about management and the wiJI. 
ingness of industry, with the lack of rigour and disciplint 
among small producers and their inability to deliver 
through their associations, we've often found ourselvB , 
shadow-boxing with them. 
Anna: Some of the best examples of networking have 
occurred where there's been a lead ronsumer like BHPaad 
a satellite of suppliers who are related to each other 
through the power of that lead consumer. I'm interestedil 
exploring the role of Coles-Myer in our own indusiiJ 
because the TCF industry that will survive will be theCII 
that can supply on a quick response basis the needs oftll 
major consumers - the retailers in the first instance. We'" 
been critical in the past about the level of retail concenlllo 
tion, because of their bargaining power. But now perbap 
we can turn that on its head and harness the market powtr 
of the major retailer to organise their suppliers. Coles-Ml' 
is now realising that it is in its interest to have qualif 
stable suppliers and not to go for the cheapest unit. 
Les: That model, where the lead consumer shapes S1IJ" 
pliers into a viable network of their own. can provide Ill 
best of the market and intervention operating togethet Y11 
get the flexibility and responsiveness of the market, bi 
also the leverage of an elite or oligopolistic group of aJio 
sumers. There's a role for government there to encou 
these tendencies but also to provide a counterv '· 
power against the excessive leverage of oligopolies. 
A few years ago the Swedish model was very influenli& 
Now the model of the Third Italy is much toutrd-
especially the experience of regions like Emilia RoJN 
-in creating networks of enterprises to co-operate in 
production of different elements of a finished prod 
How far is it replicable here? 
Anna: In our industry I think there's a natural netwo 
capability, which is not fully realised because of the 
in which makers-up are played off against one an 
They desperately need to share resources and info 
in the area of advanced manufacturing technology, 
testing and quality control. The educational instil · 
have been important catalysts in the provision of Ira· · 
Where you can put that together with technology tra 
and information transfer, there's a real possibility of 
whole industry being larger than the sum of the parts. 
Les: There are economies of scale and small units 
need to network or co-operate to produce the 
design and marketing components for finished prod 
I can see that, but I don't think it's the solution for 
industry. We need to pick and choose carefully from 
overseas models. At the recent Evatt Foundation 
ference the message from the Swedish, Japanese and 
other Asian delegates was that you have to evolve 
tions that don't require you to import major cultural 
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What are the characteristics of Australia that we can 
on? What's our domestic equivalent of networking? 
rr need to discover our own strengths, so that maybe 
lt day Swedish, Japanese and other delegations will 
' here to find out about the benefits of 'she'll be right' 
0 ufa . 
1
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•dlere perhaps a feeling that we're running out of time 
It find these new solutions7 
Ia I fear so. People have been fed on too thin a diet for 
e 
1 
. ~.. !mg. The feeling that we were all putting our shoulders 
i .• lhe wheel to do something, that we were trying to tum 
r 'II country around, has ebbed away. In the last six or seven 
1 
.~in meeting~ with the rank ~d file I feel ~t as the 
· ·tceSSlon has approached and things have tightened, 
r · ~ve become increasingly resistant to the siren song of 
. , government or the unions. I would hate to think that 
·"have discredited the whole notion of a successful pact 
~ organised labour in the union movement and 
t.bor in the political sphere. That would be a tragedy. I 
1 
ibt't think it would lead to a spontaneous surge for 
r lldialism: rather, it would lead to a drift away from labour 
IIOYement politics to the environment movement for those 
who wanted to remain active, and to the video hire shop 
irthe rest. 
$1J1l: That's why there's a great onus on us in the union 
.IIOVm\ent to deliver on the rhetoric of higher skills and 
"Jher pay. While co-operating in a radical restructuring of 
111 industry which has hitherto been successfully 
protected. we've got to correspondingly deliver through 
'lward restructuring. We've got make sure that workers are 
positioned at higher skill levels and begin to have higher 
pay and can have access to training courses that are up and 
nmning and not simply on the drawing board. It's urgent 
dllt we don't lose the momentum. I fear that for a vast 
lfdion of the workforce award restructuring hasn't begun 
.llld certainly hasn't been completed. 
Ia: It would malce you weep sometimes to see employers 
clinging to simplistic notions of tradeoffs of the second tier. 
They're going for naive short-sighted opportunities when 
the union movement is actually offering them a much 
prater prize. 
Anna: This brings us back to the capacity of Australian 
management. When you sit down with them and ask 
whether they've analysed the needs of this enterprise in 
lenns of the seasons, the work organisation, the require-
ments of customers, and have they looked at what 
enterprise flexibility means for them, you find that for the 
IIIOSt part they simply haven't done the work. They haven't 
dme their labour turnover figures, they don't know what 
their absenteeism rates are. They're looking at workers' 
mmpensation in the simplistic terms of the premium 
they're charged by the insurance company. It's so bloody 
frustrating. As a unionist you can't go into every workplace 
and be the consultant and work out their claim for them. 
The unions have been perceived as behind the eightball 
oa sustainable development. Is there a contradiction be~ 
tween industly development and the environment? And 
is there a dilemma for unions between trying to protect 
the future of industzy and trying to become more popular 
with young people, for whom the environment is a cru-
dalissue7 
Lea: There isn't a dilemma. lf in ten years time we have not 
reached world standards for emissions and pollution con-
trol, then Australia will become a joke. There is going to be 
a very dear divide between oountries of energy efficiency 
of the sort that took place after the first oil price shock. Then 
the divide was between those countries that absorbed the 
shock, reoriented their industry and made their industry 
energy efficient, and those who didn't. Inside four or five 
years the Germans and the Japanese had changed their 
production techniques to accommodate it. We'll have to do 
the same in relation to the environment, and we'll have to 
simultaneously produce industries that are generating en-
vironmental solutions as an export product. The notion 
that we have the option of standing to one side and saying 
we'll just go in the old ways because otherwise people will 
lose their jobs is spurious. The fact that the trade union 
movement has become trapped into the notion that en-
vironmental policy is simply something to do with forests 
and forest products will come to be seen as one of the major 
miscalculations of the late 80s and 90s. 
Anna: It's another example of how we've been drawn into 
wanting short term gains at the expense of the longer term. 
If we were to sit down with investors to look at the estab-
lishment of world class wool scouring plants, and we 
didn't take a responsible attitude to the technology that's 
used and in particular the waste product, then not only 
would we be alienating ourselves from the community, we 
would also be contnbuting to the demise of that particular 
company. Business has to be made to understand that. 
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·~~ The latest model for Australia's sclerotic industry comes not from icy Scandinavia, but from sunny Italy. 
The well-tanned ]oe Burke and Ian Cox explain. 
bile there is agreement on the impor-
tance of the Australian manufacturing 
industry becoming internationally 
competitive by developing export 
markets or competing more effectively against 
imports, there is still significant disagreement on 
how it is to be achieved. 
Tariffs are being reduced, thus exposing finns to greater 
competition but whether positive assistance measures 
(such as those proposed by the Australian Manufacturing 
Council in its report The Global Clulllenge) should be 
provided is still hotly contested. There are differences too 
over the meaning and implementation of competitiveness. 
Our understanding of competitiveness and the role of 
firms' external relations has emerged from a number of 
sources. The economic success of certain regions, such as 
Emilia Romagna in Italy, based on concentrations of like 
firms into 'industrial districts', co-operative or collabora-
tive strategies being adopted by leading firms, and the 
work of Michael Porter whose book The Competitive Ad-
vantage of Nations has offered new explanations for success 
in manufacturing. These lessons are being applied by 
governments in Europe and the United States in programs 
to build more collaborative relations between finns and to 
improve their competitiveness. 
These 'networking' programs aim to assist firms become 
more competitive by building collaborative relations in 
production through specialisation, or in the provision of 
common services. Australian firms and a few industry 
associations are also applying these lessons. The network-
ing approach perhaps also increases the scope for more 
successful local and regional intervention in industry 
policy. 
One of the more remarkable developments of the last 20 
years has been the re-emergence of interest in the industrial 
districts as significant economic and political units across 
a wide range of advanced industrial countries. The key 
examples are Emilia Romagna, Baden-Wurttemberg, 
Sakaki, Jutland and Smaland (Scandinavia), Rhone-Alpes 
(France) and Silicon Valley and Route 128 (USA). 
competition.The re-emergence o_f the industrial district has 
been the product of wider trends in markets and tech-
nologies. 
Since the early 70s, there has been a discernible shift la 
demand away from standardised products. At the samt 
time, advances in process technology now favour smaller 
production unit manufacture. Small firms are betterplaad 
to serve specialised markets and fragmented demand 
(through niche marketing strategies) or perform 
specialised manufacturing services for larger finns who 
lack the required flexibility to respond and innovate I 
meet quick shifts in demand. · 
Large firms have responded to the changes in markets and 
technologies by devolving more of their functions to sliP' 
pliers and subcontractors, and developing closer relati<JI. 
ships with selected partners. They are spreading produd 
development costs among their subcontractors and seek· 
ing to capture the benefits associated with the flexibilityw 
smaller organisations. Some large firms are beginning ID 
resemble 'systems integrators'- a network hub that Cillo 
centrates resources on co-ordinating and stimulating the 
supplier network, developing proprietary technologie. 
concept design, marketing and distribution. For examplr. 
the German motor giant, BMw, currently contracts oat 
75% of its components, and over 80% of parts purchal!d 
involve important collaborative work with a specialif 
subcontractor. BMW provides overall know-how ui 
design services to the production network. 
Changes in markets and technologies are producing 1 
double convergence of small and large finns structwa. 
Small firms are becoming more like large finns in thattheJ 
are building wider forms of common services. The W, 
firms are becoming more like the small as they seekll 
establish with their subsidiaries and subcontractors Ill 
collaborative relations that characterise the relationshfl 
of small firms in industrial districts. 
All firms develop external relationships of some sort .. 
some firms undoubtedly do it better than others · • 
works develop naturally. Network relationships cadli 
distinguished from many other forms of inter-finn assodJ 
tion in that network relationships assist in developing 
augmenting a firm's core competencies and are usually 
product of deliberate strategy. 
They were not only economically successful, but also char-
acterised by a system of production centred on interdepen- There appear to be two major forms of network re · 
dent networks of flexible and innovative small firms ships: production networks and service networks. 
~rating in a complex environment of co-operation and tion networks are based on the vertical buyer/ 
~.v~:~ . --------..-------
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mationships. If an industry requires a large number of 
activities such as research and development, design, 
production and marketing of goods, different organisa-
tions will specialise in subsets ofthese activities accumulat-
ilg idiosyncratic knowledge, experience and skills. The 
CD-Ordination of these activities can bind partners, through 
mutually-agreed plans.and long-term obligations. For ex-
llllple, the role of a car assembler like Ford is to design and 
co-ordinate a complete production process. Most 
elaborately transformed manufactures of this kind are 
produced through some form of collaborative production 
urangement involving diverse and specialised firms. 
Production networks can comprise relatively small num-
bers of firms, independent of lead firm relationships. 
Wherever firms can co-operate and contribute a specialisa-
tion or expertise in the manufacture, design or marketing 
ci an end product, production networks can form. 
Information/ service networks tend to be based on 
horizontal relationships, involving groups of firms that 
have certain technologies, related products, markets or 
customers in common. They typically attract groups of 
small firms, relatively independent of one another, seeking 
1o achieve the sort of critical mass usually the domain of 
larger firms. They target areas where size is important- e.g. 
eca1e in export promotion, the provision of specialised 
training, research and product development, and strategic 
Information gathering. 
Companies such as Black and Decker, Country Road, 
AMECON, in addition to the automotive assemblers, are 
local examples of production networks. Black and Decker, 
mexample, provided quality, product engineering. factor 
8ow and layout and design expertise to Chief Kitchenware 
who are contract manufacturers of kitchen products. 
The automotive assemblers now work closely with their 
suppliers on quality programs and the introduction of new 
production techniques. These relationships go beyond 
traditional sub-contracting relations as they involve the 
transfer of expertise. There are also established service 
networks in Australia. The Plywood Association of 
Australia, which draws together 17 plywood mills, has 
rvolved since 1965 to deliver specialised business func-
tions and services to companies in activities which they 
could not effectively provide or access themselves. 
The Australian Furniture Research and Development In-
stitute provides specialised engineering and scientific ser-
vices to the furniture industry. Over 50 furniture 
manufacturers are now members of the institute. The 
Australian Electronics Development Centre provides 
training for the electronics industry, and all major com-
panies in the industry participate. 
However, there is considerable scope to develop networks 
further in Australia to improve the competitiveness of 
manufacturing industry. Development tends to be ad lwc 
and is not supported in a systematic way by public policy. 
Networking offers a range of benefits for firms if success-
fully implemented. These include: reduced costs through 
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scale in production and in the provision of services and 
functions; scope for increased specialisation and flexibility 
in production; opportunities for risk sharing in export 
marketing and research and development; and speedier 
access to information, new ideas, production capabilities 
and technologies. 
Network P.rograms recognise that finns can learn best from 
other firms through the transfer of expertise or competitive 
peer emulation. Networks reinforce these relationships, 
accelerate the learning capacity of firms and foster innova-
tive behaviour. At the same time, network initiatives in-
fluence groups of firms and provide the means to impact 
more firms more quickly. 
A sceptic may ask: if the benefits are so apparent and 
substantial, why does networking not occur to a greater 
extent or why, indeed, is it necessary for government to 
intervene? 
Networks certainly occur 'naturally' (i.e. in the absence of 
public policy intervention), but in many instances firms 
will be reluctant to enter network relations. There is a range 
of reasons for this. Many firms will have negative attitudes 
towards co-operative relations with other firms. They may 
also lack the ability to network even if the benefits are clear. 
The central obstacle is that firms will often lack credible 
information on which to assess whether networking is in 
their interests. Certain factors also assist the formation of 
network relations, including a strong regional industrial 
identity. 
However the 'brokerage' role is critical in creating and 
developing network relations. Brokers will sometimes 
identify opportunities for co-operation or assist the finns 
to do it themselves. They will encourage or cajole the finns 
to participate. The brokerage role requires a high level of 
communication and negotiation skills but the most impor-
tant requirement is credibility with the firms concerned. 
The approach taken by governments overseas in their 
networking programs has emphasised this brokerage role 
and provided the information that firms require to make 
the decision. The networks, to be successful, must meet the 
real needs of the firms involved. As a consequence, govern-
ment network programs should require matching commit-
ments for firms or fee for services to demonstrate industry 
commitment. Networking is a relatively low cost policy 
option. These agencies may already be playing a 
'brokerage' role which can be built on or extended. Another 
and related consideration is that embryonic clusters at 
regional concentrations of industry are probably the most 
fertile grounds for initiating networking activity. 
There are signs that these ideas are already prompting 
active responses from government, industry and unions. 
While by no means a quick fix for deep-seated and complex 
problems for manufacturing. networking initiatives could 
make a practical contribution to building the strength of 
manufacturing in Australia. 
JOE BURKE and IAN COX are offlcen of the Australbn 
Manufacturing Council Secretariat. 
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Tasmania's Labor-Green Accord, forged in optimism, has 
ended in bitterness. And it's mirrored elsewhere by a 
collapse of trust between the environmental and labour 
movements. Clare Curran looks at the competing 
interpretations of failure. 
rn n 1 October Tasmania's brave new ex-periment in green and mainstream politics was rendered meaningless. The Labor-Green Accord, hailed by 
many throughout the world as a iunique 
alliance', crumbled into dust in an impasse over 
the future of the state's national estate forests. 
The breakdown occurred after conservationists refused to 
support the forest industry strategy proposed by the Labor 
government- the product of a year's negotiations. 
Once again the battlelines are being drawn in the Tas-
manian wilderness and neither side appears prepared to 
budge an inch towards a compromise. Tasmania is now left 
with a hung parliament. Instead of a Labor-Green alliance 
with a majority of one, Labor now governs with 13 seats, 
the Liberal Party holds 17 and the Green Independents 
five. 
The situation is precarious for Labor, despite the 
government's prevailing 'no worries' attitude. It would 
take just one Green or Labor member to cross the floor and 
vote with the Liberals in a no confidence motion to bring 
down the Field government. 
But despite that prospect, neither Field and the Libd 
nor industry and union sources believe the Greens 
take that step. Recent poU. show support for both 
Greens and Labor has slipped It is in no-one's int•-••• 
go to an early election. 
That the Accord was a farce now seems generally · 
by the major players in this tug-of-war over the 
state's natural resoun:es. Serious questions have 
faced over how the Labor government could have 
this internationally-acclaimed, 15-month ag~-een~ent 
deliberately set aside to meet industry political 
ests. Right now the only winner appears to be mauiiY•I 
with the strong likelihood of a new major pulp and 
mill development of Wesley Vale proportions in the 
few years. 
Alan Evans, head of the Premier's Office, is wulll'IVI-
sidered to be a major force behind the sto\remlllllll• 
decision to push for an outcome on the 
to have Labor seen to move away from the 
It is this distancing tactic that is most SllitiiUIX:anr, 
ticularly in light of similar strategies used the 
government in the recent decisions over the East 
land and South East forests.The decisions indicate 
fearing an economic backlash for appearing "too 
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Labor governments everywhere are putting distance be-
tween themselves and conservation interests. 
Evans argues the Tasmanian situation is not nearly as bad 
as it's been painted. He says there has been a shift in 
positions all round. And he claims the environment move-
ment will be much more prepared to accept the forest 
industry strategy once it is in place and seen to be working. 
He says it was a calculated decision by the government to 
walkaway from the Accord because hard decisions had to 
be made. That the government has left itself open to an 
early election if the Greens choose to withdraw support 
does not seem to worry him. "We are prepared to accept 
that risk." 
There is private disquiet among Labor supporters that the 
decision to break the Accord was too hasty. But sources say 
it was inevitable that the Accord wouldn't last, that Labor 
and the Greens were locked into a death stance- with Field 
wanting to be seen to be rwming the show and the Greens 
wanting to distance themselves from Labor's economic 
platform. Predictably, conservationists consider Labor's 
actions in the last month as "politically stupid", motivated 
purely by the desire to satisfy industry interests. 
But it is inevitable that significant industry pressure would 
be exerted on the Tasmanian government. In an economic 
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climate dangerously affected by the excessive spending of 
the previous Liberal government, there is an obvious need 
for export-producing industry. It seems the conditions 
have now been set in place for such a development to occur. 
Whether it produces the much-hoped-for outcomes for job 
generation and export dollars is another matter. But will it 
be worth the trouble? 
Renewed hostilities between the polarised forces of green 
and industry interests threaten to undermine the gains of 
the last 15 months. Will green and economic interests ever 
be compatible? For now, it seems not. A few things seem 
certain. While the political success of the five Independents 
in parliament may be short lived, the movement is not 
going to pack up and move on. And Tasmanian industry 
as a whole is backing the forestry industry; it seems to have 
dropped all pretence of seeking solutions. "We've reached 
the limit of compromise," said Mark Addis, chief executive 
of the Forest Industries Association of Tasmania. 
Addis refers to a new pulp and paper mill as a certainty, 
not a possibility. The only question remaining is when. He 
thinks the mill will be established within three to five years, 
given the need to develop new guidelines for the process-
ing. Further evidence of industry interest in the outcome 
of the forest industry strategy talks was the silent presence 
of North Broken Hill at the negotiating table for three solid 
ALR : NOVEMBER 1990 
22 FEATURES 
weeks. Alec Marr, campaign co-ordinator for the Wilder-
ness Society, claims North Broken Hill has been frantically 
lobbying the government for yet another mill. And Evans 
has indicated there is a strong likelihood of a world-scale 
bleached Kraft mill in Tasmania in the near future. 
Alec Marr is a member of the Combined Environment 
Groups (CEG) which represented conservation interests at 
the forest industry strategy negotiations. He argues that 
those talks were never meant toJ'roduce consensus be-
tween conservation, industry an political interests. At 
first CEG believed a consensus might be possible, but 
when the 1 September deadline passed and no one seemed 
bothered, the conservationists suspected another agenda 
was operating. "They acted weirdly. We couldn't figure out 
what the hell they were doing .... 
A dispute between industry groups and farmers over al-
location of woodchip export quotas raged around 1 Sep-
tember. Ten days later the parties were no closer to a final 
strategy and, according to Marr, it was at this point that a 
Forestry Commission representative proposed that the 
government intervene with its own strategy. A proposal by 
CEG for a ten-week extension was rejected, and the 
government imposed a four-day deadline instead. When 
that deadline passed and the government tabled its own 
proposal, the CEG refused to accept and withdrew from 
the negotiations. 
Trades and Labor Council secretary Jim Beacon disagrees 
with the CEG version of events. He claims CEG had no 
intention of seeking a compromise. "We were anxious to 
develop a new position on conservation • looking for 
common ground. In the first year of negotiations we were 
keen to bend over backwards to accommodate them in the 
final position. But at the end of the talks it became clear 
that some people had no intention of reaching agreement. H 
Beacon claims the final outcome is" good for workers and 
for industry" and "not so bad for the conservation move-
ment". 
While Beacon claims the strategy moves the industry focus 
from woodchip exports to more downstream processing, 
with prospects for job creation, Mark Addis presents a 
slightly different scenario. He says the increase in the 
woodchip quota was largely to get rid of the existing waste 
wood- not for processing downstream, but as unprocessed 
export product. And it will remain so until another major 
processing plant (like Wesley Vale) comes on line. 
According to Beacon the unions want to get rid of the 
export woodchip industry and are looking to a new 
processing plant that would create more jobs. He points 
out that Tasmania doesn't have many options for iJI. 
dustrial development. He accepts that a new mill woo'l 
create many jobs in the long-term and could mean fewer 
as the processing industry sets about consolidating ils 
40-odd smaller plants into larger ones. Without the 
strategy • and the increased woodchip quota • the J'OI' 
sibilities for job creation in the forest industry were pretty 
limited, he says. "It's better than nothing .... 
For Beacon, at the heart of the issue is the refusal by the 
conservation movement to place importance on preserv-
ing people's jobs and livelihoods. He says he would dearly 
like the interests of the union and conservation movements 
to draw closer. nBut it won't happen until they recognist 
we have a responsibility to our members. Putting conser-
vation interests above that responsibility is a price we'lt 
not prepared to pay." 
Investigating alternative job creation possibilities for thr 
forest industries does not appear to have been a priori!J 
despite the injection of $8 million by the federal govem-
ment last year to find solutions that would protect bdll 
employment and the national estate. More than a year Ia~ 
with a strategy formulated (without endorsement by Cillo 
servationists), only $2 million has been spent. Some ofl 
appears to have been well invested in researching 
tive industry options. 
The most realistic • developing the veneer timber 
and plantation forests - could produce results, but 
the short-term. Overall, say the conservationists, a 
opportunity to investigate real alternatives • such as 
bleached pulp processing • has been squandered. 
there doesn't appear to have been an attem 
alternative job strategies outside the forest ma1usrry. 
remainder of the money will be used for imnl,,m,ntirl~r•• 
new strategy, developing more plantations and 
sation packages for job losses. 
Doesn't that concern the federal government? Bob 
from the Wilderness Society in Tasmania, maintains 
the attitude of the federal government since 
the money has been one of ubored indifference": 
hope the problem will go away". 
The extent of the state government's indifference to 
ing a solution of its impasse with the Greens was 
by the recently released Simons report • a 
commissioned by the government to •n ... , ... ,,r,"" 
trends in the unbleached pulp industry. Marr: 
doesn't say there isn't a market for unbleached 
it doesn't say there is. It maintains the i"r •fn • .,•tilll 
confidential." 
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Green Independent Christine Milne was recently quoted 
il the lAunaston EXIlminer as saying the Greens were still 
apposed outright to a pulp mill unless there was no 
mgano-chlorine discharge. She said the Greens were sub-
mitting a report on the Simons report into unbleached 
products markets and it would be highly critical of the 
cmsultant's study. 
So will the Greens pull the plug on the Labor government? 
light now the general response is 'no, not yet'. It is not in 
the Greens' immediate interests to force an election where 
they would almost certainly lose two of their five seats. But 
while Field's calculated risk depends on the Greens' desire 
for political power, there is no doubt that his government 
is again at loggerheads with an old foe. 
Marr says the conservation movement faces another five 
ytars' hard work. While he believes the Accord was not a 
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failure, it inevitably meant the Labor government would 
compromise on matters of principle. "'Rathert han a failure 
for the green movement, it confirms that neither party was 
capable of dealing with the major issues confronting the 
human race this century. • 
He said the Tasmanian conservationists would tum away 
from expecting support through a government process 
towards the community, its traditional base. "We will con-
tinue the struggle all over Australia .. .and hope to speed up 
the formation of a political structure: Marr says it's no 
secret that many Australians are seeking a political alter-
native to the existing parties. "We've got to be prepared. 
The Labor Party is not the party that will save the planet .... 
CLARE CURRAN is a journalist for Soda I Change Media in 
Sydney. 
What's in 
the forest strategy? 
The forest industry strategy proposes setting aside 1.1 
miJiion hectares for wood production to meet a saw log 
quota of 300,000 cubic metres a year. That is expected 
to increase the woodchip quota by 400,000 tonnes a 
year, a move which requires federal government ap-
proval. 
The strategy also includes the immediate reservation 
of 4.300 hectares as additions to existing national parks 
(an increase of less than 0.5% ). It creates multiple-use 
reserves totalling 155,000 hectares and puts 580,000 
hectares into a deferred forest area for further evalua-
tion. Eventual protection of these areas is dependent on 
efficiency improvements in the industry itself. 
Most significantly, the strategy proposes the creation of 
permanent wood production zones which would re-
quire the approval of both state and federal parliaments 
to revoke. Such legislation would in effect turn all 
Tasmania's state forests into permanent wood produc-
tion zones, creating a precedent for other states to 
follow. 
Mark Addis from the Forest Industries Council in Tas-
mania makes no pretence that this is merely a one-state 
campaign for industry. "There is a strong push in in-
dustry for that sort of legislation to get up elsewhere. 
The federal government is coming under increasing 
pressure from the states, industry groups and the union 
movement to legislate to secure the resources for in-
dustry in state forests." 
The Tasmanian government formally adopted the 
forest industry strategy on 1 October, but will take six 
months to draw up the legislation to implement it and 
to finalise precise boundaries for the wood production 
zones, new reserves, multiple-use reserves and to 
decide the fate of the 580,000 hectares of deferred forest 
area. 
Rejecting the government's strategy, the Green Inde-
pendents said they could not accept a lift in the wood-
chip export quota above 2.89 million tonnes, until there 
was agreement over a range of other concerns. They 
want protection of all national estate forests, large areas 
of which are in the proposed deferred area, the intro-
duction of nature guarantee legislation to protect flora 
and fauna on private forest land and the rejection of the 
proposal to give legislative protection to the permanent 
wood production zone. 
The final cabinet decision offered the Greens some 
compromises - legislation to protect rare and en-
dangered species in private forests and a complete 
scientific examination of 220,000 hectares of deferred 
forest by June next year. These were in turn rejected by 
the Greens for not going far enough. 
Green Independent Bob Brown has said the implemen-
tation process only meant funding forest groups to 
bring in the strategy, and the timetable for scientific 
investigation of the deferred forest areas was not new. 
The commitment to protect rare and threatened species 
was merely an expression, he said, because industry 
refused to allow use of the term 'nature guarantee 
legislation'. 
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A ODEST 
Proposal 
The government's bold micro-economic reform agenda has 
passed through the waterfront, telecommunications, the 
airlines and the Commonwealth Bank. 
The next logical step is the restructuring of the ALP itself 
- privatisation's greatest challenge. 
Michael Salvaris has the inside story. 
shaft of sunlight pierced the curling 
cigar smoke as the man from Mc-
I<inseys cleared his throat and began 
his report. 
"Without doubt, gentlemen, the cutting edge for 
Australian business in the 90s will be the political futures 
market. As the current deregulatory environment widens, 
we expect opportunities for investment in political 
enterprises to expand- and the rewards for those corpora-
tions that get in on the ground floor will be substantial. 
"In our view, the political sector presents an excellent mix 
of short and medium term opportunities for market diver-
sification and constructive tax management. 
"First, major political parties bring with them nationally-
known brand names and loyal customer support; this 
means almost unlimited prospects for targeted merchan-
dising. Second, there will be unique opportunities for cor-
porations to acquire a broader asset portfolio on highly 
advantageous terms. Many of these assets - parliaments, 
libraries, courthouses and such like- are not only desirably 
located but, according to our analysts, most show a pattern 
of historical undervaluation. 
"Third, and most important, political equities will create 
outstanding opportunities for corporations to influence a 
more favourable business and labour environment over 
the next decade and beyond. 
"To come down now to specific cases. Over the past sn 
months, through our subsidiary Don Delphic and A!-
sociates, Political Consultants, we have carried out aa 
in-depth corporate and financial analysis of all maJCI 
Australian political parties. Using standard EGN red~K 
tions on a modified Glasner-Grope index, the party whO 
emerges as the most attractive prospect for corporate 
diversification is clearly the ALP." 
At the other end of the table, beverage baron Sir 
Bloater twitched one florid jowl and leaned forward 
tively. The man from Mci<inseys continued. 
"The ALP has an assured 30% market share, which inert» 
ingly comprises two-income professional families. 
terms of retail outlets, it has a well established nerwo1~1 
all states and major population centres. Its financial 
ture does present some problems, with a high level 
and over-reliance on poultry raffles for nnn-o•nv4~rnrM 
sourced revenue; but this debt could ..... ,. .. ,,,1" 
opportunities for negative gearing and other tax 
vantages. 
"On the management side, the ALP's managers are 
creative and flexible in interpreting their corporate 
with a well-disciplined labour force and sh<lrei:\OI<iersWII 
are not overly demanding. Our estimate is that the 
ALR : NOVEMBER 1990 
I 
' 
066l tl38W3AON: 11V 
( ~")~.lNI) 
li:J~9 
A..lliVd 
)10QV1 
NVI1WlSllV. 
'd~GN3l !8 
31VS 'do~ 
26 FEATURES 
current management would be sympathetic to corporate 
approaches, but generous redundancy packages will be 
indicated. However, in the current environmental climate, 
we believe that greenmail can be positioned positively."' 
Bloater leaned back in his chair and grunted to a waiting 
aide, "Fix lunch with our boy in Canberra tomorrow". 
*** 
Prime Minister Oarrie Chooke swept into his parliamen-
tary suite. It had been another bad day. First, the release of 
the Walsh diaries; then the Americans' refusal to invite 
Australian troops to join their 'peace.keeping force' in 
Tasmania; and now this latest madness from Treasurer Sid 
Creeping. 
Catching sight of Creeping and party secretary Rod Pigge 
in his office ante-room, Chooke stopped briefly to adjust 
his scowl in the mirror, and waved them in. 
"Jesus, Sid, you've gone too far this time. Privatising the 
party?" He drew himself up and his voice took on a new 
and statesman-like tone. "I have given my sacred word 
that while I am Prime Minister of this great party there will 
be no vandalism of our heritage. The tradition of Chifley 
and Curtin will be safe. The struggles of generations of 
Labor men and women ... "' 
"Sounds familiar, Oarrie," Creeping interjected drily. 
"Isn't that what you said before we sold the Common-
wealth Bank and the airlines? Of course, I could under-
stand it if you thought this one was a bit too big for a bloke 
to take on in his twilight years."' 
Chooke spluttered, "I knew it, you bastard. You're setting 
me up. Well, let me tell you, my place in history is al-
ready ... "' 
Pigge stepped between them. "Let's just tum down the ego 
for a minute. More to the point, Sid, what's the plan? How 
are you going to sell it to the media?" 
Creeping grinned. "Piece of piss, mate. Fresh winds of 
change, new political map after Eastern Europe, bringing 
the party into the 21st century, that sort of thing." 
"Mmm," said Pigge, "What about the ACTU: have you 
thought of them?" 
"Of course," said Creeping, "it's stitched up already with 
Bill. We run it as an award restructuring issue, develop an 
industry package. Political parties are covered by the com-
munity services sector. We can buy off the party organisers 
with a favourable union amalgamation. Bill's looking at 
the possibility of joining the Federal Political Workers 
Union with the Felt Hatters and Pastry Cooks and upgrad-
ing their award. Throw in a few tax cuts, that sort of thing. 
They'll come along."' 
Pigge persisted, "but how are you going to get the actual 
decision through?" 
"Usual route,"' said Creeping. "Foreshadowed an-
nouncement by PM, cabinet locked in to support PM. 
caucus locked in to support cabinet, conference delegates 
locked in to support government." 
Pigge was doubtful. "I don't know. You can't just decide to 
privatise the party. You have to create the climate, find a 
vehicle."' 
"Well, okay," said Creeping," get Delphic to produce some 
research showing that ALP members want to be privatised. 
Or maybe you can slip it into your new preselection rules.• 
"Very subtle, Sid,"' put in Chooke waspishly. Piggt 
scratched his chin. "Look, we've got to get a debate going, 
and develop some concrete proposals." 
"No problem,"' said Creeping. "We can get some technical 
papers for cabinet done, and do the old two-option routine, 
hard and soft."' 
"Which means?"' 
"Full privatisation or part privatisation."' 
Chooke's eyes lit up. "And of course, Sid,"' he said UIIC· 
tuously, "you're the only one who's truly capable of arp 
ing the hard option." 
"Hang on a minute, Oarrie," said Creeping, "that's whll 
you did to me on the cons\1lnption tax and Telecom. 
time I want the soft option. Remember, this is the 
cuddly Creeping." 
"Well-er/ Chooke said evasively, "we can talk about tiW 
later of course." 
"And once we've got the cabinet decision/ said '""""""u•~• 
"I'll do a rave at caucus about the need for a more 
oriented and competitive party; it shouldn' t be too 
"So, how are we actually going to sell this to the 
itself?" asked Pigge. Chooke and Creeping turned 
in disbelief. "Don't be stupid, Rod/ they said in 
"We've got the numbers." 
*** 
In the Queensland outback town of Murru 
annual convention of the Industrial Fruitpackers 
tion was about to come into session. Federation 
Clem Mangles beamed down on the packed hall, 
with pleasure the attendance of the local media. 
other journalists he didn't recognise - city fellers 
look of them • but he put this down to media ntD'rDd,ial 
new Russian banana markets that he would be 
in g. 
Guest speaker, Rod Pigge, somewhat fulsomely 
duced, rose to his feet and delivered a rather 
analysis of the relations between the federa 
Labor Party, which he described as long and 
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psin the fruitpacking industry, he said, were mirrored by 
changes in the larger society. Outworn shibboleths, dis-
credited icons, were equally useless to apple-growers and 
politicians. We all need vigorous debate. In cryptic and 
d1srure terms, but with a kind of messianic authority, he 
began to speak of the distinction between ownership and 
control in politics, in corporations and the dried fruit in-
dustry; of the need to free capital and plant seeds, to make 
political parties and fruitgrowers more accountable to dis-
tant markets and wider ownership. The parable seemed 
lost on the grizzled grape-growers dozing at the back of 
the dusty hall, and on the provincial scribes, but not their 
dtycousins. 
*** 
The cabinet debate was long and fierce. Each protagonist 
was armed with a pile of technical papers. Option A, 
Creeping's option, was for full deregulation. The ALP 
would be floated on the stock exchange but there would be 
some cross-ownership restrictions. No person or corpora-
tion could own shares in more than three parties, or hold-
ings collectively representing 70% of all votes cast. 
Ownership by non-Australian nationals would be out-
lawed, unless they could show they were really 
Australians at heart. These restrictions would be reviewed 
after two years. 
Option 8 was argued by Communications Minister Ron 
Rambo. A maximum of 40% equity in the ALP would be 
sold to the highest bidder, but only bona fide political 
parties or their nominees would be allowed to bid. As part 
of a package to stimulate competition, the ALP would 
merge with the Tasmanian Greens and the Call to Australia 
, Party; and the successful outside bidder would acquire the 
Victorian and ACT branches of the ALP as well as access 
toALPbranch membership records in other states, but only 
in safe seats. There would be detailed restrictions on the 
use by other parties of traditional ALP slogans. 
After a debate lasting seven hours, Option B had won the 
day. 
*** 
Some had left the caucus room cheering, some weeping -
and one, much later, on all fours, nursing a severe hang-
over. But as they gathered in bars and offices throughout 
Canberra that night, and though no one remembered just 
what he had said, everyone agreed that it had been a 
spellbinding performance by the Treasurer. From the mo-
ment he swept into caucus in purple opera cloak and a 
Collingwood beanie, Creeping had mesmerised them. 
He had begun soberly enough. A political party was like a 
business. To be successful it needed fresh ideas, competi-
tion, exposure to the cold winds of change. Sure, the ALP 
had had a fine history but, over the years, it had run down 
its political capital and its stock of ideas. It was now poorly 
equipped to face the challenges of the Australian electorate 
in the next 50 years. Its policies were worn out, they weren't 
competitive, they weren't selling in the modem political 
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marketplace. The indicators were bad. The ALP had hit the 
political }-curve. It registered poorly on the Gini index of 
voter redistribution. Campaign management relied too 
heavily on debt. There was not enough voter niche-market-
ing, no proper investment in high-tech, flexible policy 
formulation techniques. We were headed for a very hard 
landing. 
Now his voice dropped and took on a more sinister tone. 
The problem was worse than any of us had imagined, he 
said. He reached into his satin waistcoat and slowly, like a 
hypnotist swinging a watch, waved before them a large, 
bulky report clearly marked "Australian Electoral Com-
mission, Top Secret'". Internal investigations on the ALP 
showed that it was on the point of collapse. Withdrawal of 
public funding was imminent because the party's required 
ratio of voters to assets had dramatically declined. Secret 
analyses by Don Delphic and the Treasury showed that a 
massive run on the party was imminent and a national 
withdrawal of votes only weeks away. All these experts 
were unanimous: only one action could save the party now, 
a massive injection of new private equity. The party had to 
be stripped down and old, shopworn ideologies thrown 
out, especially the archaic delusion that the ALP should be 
owned by its members. This view was not just sentimental 
but dangerous: it would condemn the party to the role of 
political yam gatherers for the next century. 
Now again the mood changed as the Treasurer gently led 
his stunned colleagues into the warmer climates and 
greener pastures of political deregulation. They would 
become "the clever party", with multi-skilled policy for-
mation reaping high voter returns which would be rein-
vested in a continuing cycle of political productivity 
growth each year. Stroke by masterful stroke, he sketched 
in the big picture. It was a glowing vision of a new breed 
of executive political entrepreneurs linked to high-tech 
Multipoll VDUs, capable of registering the minutest fluc-
tuation in voter support and instantly adjusting policy 
changes. All that was needed was the courage to come 
forward and declare themselves for progress. 
At this point the spell was almost broken as a couple of the 
Treasurer's NSW colleagues leapt clumsily forward, with 
arms raised and strangled cries of "Hosanna!" and "I have 
committed sins of pre-selection"; but they were con-
temptuously waved back to their seats by the Treasurer. A 
few half-hearted objections from Left members were 
turned aside with good-humoured ripostes, such as" Cock-
roach", "Germ" and "Meathead", and the rest of the Left, 
grinning sheepishly at their discomfited comrades, were 
soon brought to heel. The vote to privatise the party was 
carried unopposed. 
*** 
Party secretary Rod Pigge frowned at the agenda paper. 
"The Left won't cop this," he muttered laconically. "I mean, 
we're calling a special conference on whether to privatise 
the ALP, right? And you want them to confine the debate 
to two options, both of which mean privatising the ALP. 
They're slow learners, but not brain-damaged." 
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Senator Gary Grubb chuckled. ·so we'll give them a third 
option, a Left option, a real one." Pigge raised an eyebrow. 
"Seriously? .. "'Sure/ said Grubb, "just needs a bit of 
negotiation. I'll get back to you tomorrow." 
A week later the national executive met. The decision was 
unanimous. For the purposes of simplifying the issue, 
conference would debate three options: 
• Option A, the so-called Creeping option of full 
deregulation; 
• Option B, the Rambo option for 40% outside equity 
with safeguards; 
• and a third Option, C, that "the ALP will be restruc-
tured as a bolshevik revolutionary party, committed 
to a program of immediate nationalisation of all 
Australian land and business enterprises ... 
At a hastily convened press conference of the national Left, 
Convenor Percy Cheerful hailed this concession as a major 
victory for the Left and indeed for socialism in our time. 
*** 
Political commentators agreed that the special conference 
was a strangely subdued affair. The choice of venue - the 
Queanbeyan Remand Centre, for security reasons - per-
haps contributed. Most of the headlines inclined towards 
the "End of an Era" and "Whimper not a Bang"' variety, 
though some optimistic souls were able to salvage the line 
"Labor' s quiet revolution". 
In truth, most of the work had been done beforehand. The 
factional negotiating machine had swung smoothly into 
action months before. Dissent had been easily contained, 
with only a few hiccups, and heaven knows these were 
predictable enough. 
The Centre Left, after weeks of agonised negotiation with 
the Right and Left, had eventually subdivided into seven 
new options. Their position was brilliantly retrieved by 
secretary Pigge with a "miracle resolution"' of 37 para-
graphs, and dozens of new and comforting safeguards to 
preserve the 'true essence of the ALP'. There would be 
strict control to prevent any "hostile" use of ALP ideas by 
opposition parties: these would be policed by a new Politi-
cal Ethics Marketing Board; and new l~gislation would 
prevent the sale of ALP sacred sites at Barcaldine and 
Ballarat. 
In the Left there was despair. Again they had divided 
ritually between the Ministerial Support Group and the 
Moderate Tendency. After an all-day caucus, and harsh 
disciplinary threats, all 38 delegates assembled dejectedly 
in the stretch tumbril taking them to the Conference Centre 
in dogged support of Option C. 
Early in the proceedings, there was a ripple as five Labor 
premiers rose simultaneously to make a JOint statement. 
Unless Option B was supported, they urged, the South 
Australian government would fall next month and almost 
certainly three other Labor states the following year. This 
contribution was warmly applauded by the Prime MiJi. 
ster, though with somewhat feigned spontaneity; on the 
previous night he had had the opportunity to point outm 
each premier the delicate relationship between feder» 
state grants and the success of Option B. 
Observers agreed that the Prime Minister himself put in1 
fairly lacklustre performance on the day, while the 
Treasurer's contribution could only be described 11 
., sulky.,. Oarrie Chooke fulminated and postured for 15 
minutes, comparing Australia with Albania, Uganda IJid 
Iraq where socialist parties behaved appallingly, not beq 
privately owned. Treasurer Creeping divided his time bf. 
tween half-hearted banter with his old rival, Steve T~ 
the ageing Leftish pop-star, and an ill-tempered attadtll 
the ALP. Labor had now become the Toffs' Party, he said: 
the "real" battlers voted Liberal. We had to rid oursel111 
of our obsession with "cloth-cap socialism" and othl 
anachronisms like welfare benefits, government spend!Jt 
trade unions, equality, social justice and the rest of too. 
"tatty icons". 
The one real moment of excitement came later in the diJ 
An attempt was made to firebomb the conference doonbJ 
a group calling themselves 'The Party Membm 
Collective'; they were repelled by security guards. 
*** 
Phil McCann reports: Brewing giant Bloater maustn~51 
today announced the sale of its subsidiary, Liberal 
ings, the corporation which controls 40% of ALP Ltd. 
move is seen as a concession to pressures from the 
bankers, following extraordinary losses in B 
property holdings and the conviction of its former 
man for stock market fraud. 
The new owners, International Polling Group, 
Japanese-American political and fruitpacking 
glomerate, lost no time in spelling out a vigorous 
of rationalisation for ALP. This is likely to involve 
sale and leasebackof87 state ALP outlets and multip,lelllq 
redundancies. However, as a foreign corlX)JrantJn 
already has extensive political holdings 
Interpoll needs the government to lift its current~ 
to the required 55% before the takeover can be aorli'O!!as. 
In representations to the Treasurer, Interpoll 
that their proposed ALP rescue package 
crease political competition in Australia, with a 
new political outlets promised covering every 
variety of take-away political opinion. Treasurer 
is believed to be sympathetic. 
Earlier today, Interpolllaunched a nation-wide 
campaign for its discount supermarket products. 
Believer men's toiletries are to be discontinued, 
new Candle on the Mountain range has been 
after extensive market tests proved it more 'user 
and environmentally attractive than the former 
the Hill brand. 
MICHAEL SAL V ARIS is ~ socbl policy adviser 
~ctivisl 
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Private 
oughts 
The privatisation debate has left Labor and the wider Left 
with a crisis of values and priorities. Nothing will ever be 
the same. To open a much wider debate, here are two quite 
contrasting assessments of the political terrain after 
privatisation. 
Market 
MYTHS 
Terry Flew sees parallels in the demise of public ownership East and West. 
~
bile the Hawke government has for-
mally abandoned its commibnent to 
public ownership of some major 
government business enterprises with 
the privatisation of Australian Airlines and the 
part-sale of Qantas, Mikhail Gorbachev has an-
nounced a 500-day plan designed to reduce radi· 
cally the role of the state in enterprise 
management, and greatly extend the scope of 
markets in the Soviet economy. 
Even if the timing of these two developments is quite 
coincidental, their concurrence has not been lost upon 
media commentators and Labor politicians. At the ALP 
Special Conference in September, Bob Hawke went so far 
as to claim that a continued commibnent to centralism and 
public ownership would put Australia in a league with 
only Albania and Cuba. 
The fact that these changes are occurring simultaneously 
does, however, pose some real questions, particularly for 
the Left. Fo~ despite their substantial differences, both 
Labourist social democracy and Soviet-type socialism 
shared a similar vision of how a state-controlled economy 
could benefit the mass of society. For social democrats, the 
aim was extensive ownership and regulation of key sectors 
of the economy to protect living standards from economic 
instability; social policies were the vehicle for achieving a 
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better society. The central planning model saw state control 
of the whole economy, through state ownership and 
centralised planning, as the vehicle for creating a new 
society, a socialist humanity. 
The travails of Soviet-type economies, and their slide into 
economic stagnation, is a story well-known, and par-
ticularlywell-told by East European economists. Essential-
ly, an economy based upon state ownership and central 
planning could not make the transition from a system of 
growth based upon extensive accumulation (growth 
through the creation of new plant, equipment, industries, 
resources and sources of labour-power) to one based upon 
intensive accumulation which requires more intensive and 
efficient use of all of the above. In the advanced capitalist 
economies this transition occurred, through the almighty 
jolts of the Great Depression and World Warn, through the 
emergence of the system of growth we have come to term 
'Fordism'. Over time, the gap kept growing, especially in 
the 70s and 80s, as new generation computer-based tech-
nologies began to flow into capitalist economies. 
The crisis of Soviet-type economies expressed itself in two 
particular ways. The first is associated with a shortage 
economy whereby the demand for goods and services 
chronically exceeds the amount in supply, leading to 
shortages and queues, under a system of prices fixed by 
the state planners. Queues are obviously not a desirable 
thing. However, it should be noted that the alternative 
under such conditions in a market-based system is price 
inflation. What makes them a particular problem is that the 
shortages get greater as the population becomes more 
affluent, and that the products which are available are of 
poor quality, as producers know they can sell whatever 
they produce, and are thus not responsive to consumer 
wants and needs. The shortage economy also interacted 
with the one-party political system, in that there were 
always two markets: one for those with political ~ ne 
and one for those without. 
The second set of problems is associated with an 
of dynamism in the economy. The 
production and investment decisions 
gets (invariably set at over-ambitious levels), t>I'Oimollll 
conservatism rather than innovation at the entE!I'Prilll 
level, a tendency reinforced by the shortage economy. 
availability of state subsidies, and the impossibility 
bankruptcy, also promoted the 'slack' economy. Sudl 
system enabled full employment, but it also led to 
mous resource wastage, as enterprises were 
'wrong' products using antiquated plant and 
and as the economic and social infrastructure became 
run down. Gorbachev's original perestroika 
sought to end this malaise by promoting greater entt!I'Diitl 
autonomy from central planners, with particular 
self-financing of investment, combined with 
price and wage structures. It aimed to preserve a 
system by reforming it, incorporating aspects of a 
economy yet preserving state ownership. 
Socialists have traditionally been suspicious of the 
being critical of the two major claims made by its 
cates: the ability to deliver efficiency and rational 
The first claim is fatuous, since orthodox economic 
hasdefinede~encyintermsofmarkets,and 
in terms of their absence. As Gary Wickham 
October' sALR, the whole concept of efficiency 
tive criteria, afplicable across aU industries, 
groups and al societies. The claim that 
deliver rational prices is also suspect. Putting 
such as monopolies, and the whole idea of 
'rational' price, it has become clear to those who 
researched the question that prices in capitalist 
for most manufactured goods bear a close 'fit' to 
production, with demand factors mainly ;nfl"""'l'iMI 
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pntity supplied. The failings of administered pricing in 
[Jiirlet·type economies is as much to do with political 
idors (the fear of raising prices for basic goods) as a failure 
Wmn-market pricing systems as such. 
l..t, then, can markets provide? In the area of most 
laaumer goods, and non-labour inputs for producers, 
idle a lot. They enable production to occur without a prior, 
tjldy process of information-gathering. Production for 
Wets, based upon calculations of monetary reward, also 
Jl:'motes innovation, in terms of introducing new tech-
'Jiogies and in terms of new products. Markets also 
punote flexibility - for some goods and services, it is 
• sible to predict future demand with accuracy, other 
tin through the success or otherwise of selling such com-
IIOdities. 
lien more importantly, in the Soviet economy, a move 
.• rds markets and away from the administrative com-
·jlnd system allows for a substantial decentralisation of 
~on-making. Finally, markets do promote choice, in 
fat sense that having money in one's pocket which can be 
ad however one likes (well, almost!) is a real form of 
6eedom that would be noticed if it was not there. The 
question for socialists is how to distribute income more 
equitably, rather than establishing a priori what people's 
er, needs are. 
As part of the 500-day plan, Gorbachev is seeking to sell 
ce 42,000 state-owned enterprises. Who could buy them? 
at There are three possibilities: the workers themselves, 
•r- private capital in the Soviet Union, and foreign capital. For 
?d a socialist, the obvious choice is the workers themselves, 
se since private capital in the Soviet Union has hitherto most-
:te ~been accumulated by corrupt means, and since purchase 
of ' by foreign capital would seem to intensify the scope for 
a stagnating socialist economies to become third-rate 
'r- capitalist satellites. Worker-owned co-operatives would 
1e indeed appear to be a central plank of a democratic socialist 
ry economy. What will happen in the Soviet Union under the 
re 500-day plan is unclear, although the signs look far from 
m , promising as prices rise while shortages remain, and un-
;e employment rises while the apparatchiks retain effective 
'n economic power. In addition, the various Soviet 
)f enterprises look very unattractive propositions for a 
st worker buyout. Clearly, the experiences of Soviet-type 
~~ socialist economies cannot be translated into the 
Australian context. At the same time, those on the Left who 
ignore the lessons of these countries and their implications 
t, 1 for future socialist strategies do so at their own peril. 
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What, then, has been the driving push to privatise 
Australian Airlines, partially privatise Qantas, and partial-
ly deregulate telecommunications? Evidence shows that it 
is not for reasons of alleged inefficiency arising from public 
ownership. Indeed, given the constraints on the 
availability of external funding, public enterprises in the 
80s have had to learn how to produce 'more from Jess', at 
a time when many of their private competitors have 
proved to be quite incompetent managers. The push for 
privatisation in Australia in business circles largely arises 
from an ideological belief that the private sector is in some 
sense 'better' at running enterprises, with little evidence to 
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support such a claim. Within the government, on the other 
hand, the pragmatic argument has prevailed that public 
monies could be better invested in other directions than the 
public ownership of business enterprises. Public 
enterprises have also been inadvertently snared by the 
prejudice in Treasury and elsewhere against public sector 
borrowing in any form. In the area of telecommunications, 
developments in computer technology, fibre optic cables, 
and satellite technology have clearly thrown into question 
the original rationale for a public monopoly in the area. The 
issue here is whether private competitors engage in' cream 
skimming' - operating only in profitable niches in the 
sector - while leaving community service obligations and 
unprofitable activities to the public sector . 
The central point, often lost in the debate on privatisation, 
is that public ownership and social control are not neces-
sarily the same thing. With public enterprises, the insis-
tence upon 'neutral' administrators and conventional 
market-based performance assessment often militates 
against the capacity of such enterprises to meet social 
objectives, such as providing services based upon com-
munity needs, catering to diversity, creating employment 
and improving working conditions. At the same time, 
private enterprises are not sovereign beings. Their scope 
for discretionary behaviour is constrained by groups such 
as suppliers, consumers, shareholders, financiers, trade 
unions, community groups and governments, as well as 
competitive pressures in the economy generally. 
In thecaseoftheairlines, the implication is that, while there 
were few compelling social reasons for ~taining public 
ownership, there were also few compelling economic 
reasons for privatisation. It is a minority who use air travel 
regularly, yet as public enterprises, Australian Airlines and 
Qantas were constrained in their pursuit of competitive 
objectives by ill-considered political factors (eg. the 
obstacles to borrowing on credit and equity markets). 
Telecommunications represents a more significant bat-
tleground. With the introduction of a private competitor, 
there wilJ be greater pressure to abandon regulations and 
practices which have more equity-oriented objectives. The 
next great battle in this area is almost certain to be over the 
introduction of timed local calls, and perhaps also the 
removal of cross-subsidies to rural areas. 
The general Jesson to be learnt is that public ownership 
should be seen as a means to various economic and social 
ends, rather than as the end in itself. The vision of socialism 
which was based around nationalisation and state plan-
ning in order to eliminate the market is effectively dead. 
Australian Airlines was no more a beachhead of socialism 
than the Soviet Union was a desirable model for the 
Australian Left. In many areas of the economy, more effec· 
tive social control may be achieved through regulation 
rather than public ownership, by some combination of 
both, or by diverse actions by individuals and groups 
(trade union, environmental, community) independently 
or around the policy actions of the state. 
TERRY FLEW teaches in economics at th« Univ«rsity of 
Technology, Sydney. 
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Starlin 
OVE 
Mark Latham sees a brave new world for social democracy. 
phenomenon noticeable throughout 
history regardless of place or period is 
the pursuit by governments of policies 
contrary to their own interest." So the 
American historian, Barbara Tuchman, begins 
her work, The March of Folly, an assessment of 
misguided public policy from Troy to Vietnam. 
It is now understood how, for much of this century, 
Australia's economic policies were pure folly. How 
Australia sheltered from the world - its economy quaran-
tined behind tariff walls, White Australia and inflexible 
wages- while other economies traded their way to success. 
The result has been a Third World pattern of trade, where 
the nation's prosperity is bonded to fluctuations in com-
modity prices. Australia is the only advanced nation 
whose ratio of exports to production has not increased 
through the post-war period. Not so well understood, 
however, is the role of the Labour movement in fashioning 
Australia's economic institutions in the first decade of 
Federation. The ALP at this time was in a privileged posi-
tion, holding the balance of p<!Wer in the new House of 
ltepresentatives. It developed the clever strategy of 'sup-
port in return for ooncessions'. 
This was designed to protect Australian workers from the 
defeats of the 1890s: high unemployment, falling wages 
and broken strikes. So came the historic compromise of 
oonceding tariff protection to manufacturing interests in 
return for centralised wage fixing. This was accompanied 
by support for White Australia, defending workers against 
an inflow of low wage Asian and Island labour. The labour 
movement's defensive strategy was suited to its time. 
Australia had much to defend- the world's highest living 
standards, robust mining industries, strong agriculture 
and well developed cities. The ethos of a lucky country was 
woven into the public culture. The policies of domestic 
defence were accepted by both sides of politics. 
This entrenched some shallow priorities within the ALP: 
devising policy around social conditions in the short term, 
ahead of economic reform and growth. Government 
enterprise and social regulation were often seen as an 
immediate solution to social problems. Their function was 
to protect working families from the exploitation of busi-
ness, especially the feared 'money power'. This analysi 
can be drawn from an important work by Frands Castles, 
Australian Public Policy and Economic Vulnerability. CasUs 
compares the way in which Australia and the smaller 
European states have responded to the vulnerability 
forced on them by world markets. Europe's social 
democratic parties have developed the polides of domesti 
compensation. This means industrial restructuring, Wlf 
flexibility, labour retraining and income maintenance 
within a strong welfare state. 
Castle's conclusion is crudal: "'it is immediately apparem 
that the strategy of domestic compensation has an iJ1. 
herently more dynamic growth potential than that basel 
on domestic defence. Grabbing competitive niches in Mr 
markets is built into the former whilst tariffs serve, pred» 
ly, to insulate the economy from competition." This is till 
basis of domestic compensation, building a dynalll 
eoonomy within which governments can redistribute II 
benefits of economic growth. Gradually, as oth« 
eoonomies have grown past Australia, domestic defena 
has meant domestic decline. This is the root cause ofltt 
sions in the labour movement today. Australia's probl 
on the external account have forced the ALP to make a 
transition to a new style of economic management. Yet 
old Left still dings to the folly of domestic defence. 
This has meant reinterpreting the 40s as a romantic era 
ALP reform. It is difficult, however, to see Curtin 
Chifley as anything but austere and empiricaL Fin C · 
biography describes" Chifley' s socialism as the run-of 
mill, loose Australian trade union variety ... he was 
mastering particular issues, not for compounding · 
doctrine; for correcting specific injustices rather than 
promoting flaring crusades". Moreover, Chifley' s ad 
to the 1949 NSW Labor Conference -the memorable· · 
on the hill"' speech- proudly boasted how "no gove 
in the history of Australia has ever given to private 
dustry so much assistance and advice and help as has 
given by the Commonwealth Labor Government•. 
The ALP is now divided in its interpretation of 
tradition and the role of the public sector. Perhaps 
traditionalists should try the words of Gough · 
where the public sector "'should be intent on com 
where possible and initiating where desirable. It 
important to protect the customer as the employee. 
sins of capitalism in Australia today are areas of o · 
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than commission•. What Whittam saw in 1961 is no 
relevant in 1990. The role of the public sector is to 
those functions unfulfilled by the private sector, 
to lock up public resources in industries like banking, 
the private sector is already competitive and effi-
Or markets like the domestic airlines, where the 
private sector will not only be more competitive but more 
lllcient. 
Whitlam, with his emphasis on the social wage and 
tgional equality, was the first ALP politician to break the 
110111d of domestic defence. He dragged the party away 
&om its narrow obsession with nationalisation, wage 
ftxing and pensions. In many respects, Whitlam achieved 
In ALP social policy what Paul Keating is attempting for 
!he Australian economy. That is, an historic transition from 
the policies of domestic defence to a strategy of domestic 
compensation. This means replacing a regulated and 
heavily protected economy with one built around struc-
laral efficiency and competitive markets. The Australian 
etmomy has changed less since the Second World War than 
.. yin our region, right through the arc from Pakistan to South 
k«ea. Australians prefer to apply ¥kstem standards in 
lhinldng of themselves as a young nation. Increasingly, how-
ever, the standards of the Asian region in which we live see 
Australia as an old world economy. Our good fortune in 
rteapingwar and internal upheavals has left ourparUaments, 
legal bodies, companies and economic infrastructure much 
older than those of many nations overseas. 
In each of the three world economic crises since 1970- the 
two oil shocks of 1973-74 and 1979-80 and the collapse of 
mmmodity prices in 1985-86 - Australian corporations 
were shown to be as vulnerable and inflexible as any in the 
drveloped world. Domestic investment in new products 
and enterprises is weak. Among Australia's top 50 corpora-
lions only one, Sarich, could be classed as a new company. 
The challenge of economic growth now rests with moder-
nising the economy and finding greater competitiveness 
on world markets. This cannot be achieved solely by 
Australian standards. Policy makers must understand 
how the pace of change is only relative to the economic 
restructuring of our competitors. The task faced by Keating 
is immense. Just as the international recession in 1974-75 
tnded the social programs of the Whitlam government, 
Australia' s vulnerability in the world economy has 
shackled the Hawke government. 
While government revenue increased through the 
economic growth of the mid-1980s, it has not been used to 
fund new expenditure programs. Instead, it has been chan-
nelled into the budget surpluses needed to address 
Australia's balance of payments and debt crisis. Whereas 
real federal revenue from 1983-84 to 1988-89 increased by 
24%, real outlays remained constant. The potential of 
Labor's instruments of equity, those welfare programs and 
community services which promote an equality of oppor-
tunity for all Australians, remain unfulfilled. While this has 
strained the party's patience, the government has had no 
other choice. Its policies not only have to repair the com-
placency of earlier governments but keep pace with the 
fastest growing economies overseas. It not only has to 
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introduce sweeping structural reforms but drag its own 
party out of the old Laborism of domestic defence. 
For the ALP this means redefining its goals for equity and 
economic performance. Understanding how the real issue 
is not private versus public ownership in the economy, but 
monopoly versus competition in key markets. It means 
acknowledging that only competition in Australia's in-
frastructure can lower costs and boost productivity. No 
longer can the ALP prop up public monopolies, with their 
inefficiency and complacent customer service, in the name 
of equity. That is why the telecommunications debate was 
so important. It is not equity Labor defends in uncompeti-
tive markets but all the privileges and waste of monopolies 
public and private. 
Government intervention in the market economy is needed 
to maximise competition and incentives. Other policy tools 
can be developed as instruments for equity. Government 
spending and taxation, if well targeted, can improve both 
the nominal income and social wage of the less privileged . 
The relative size of government is no longer a worthwhile 
guide to reform goals. What matters most is that ALP 
governments can generate public resources and allocate 
them to areas of need. Social democracy has set itself the 
task of sustaining those things the market either cannot 
provide or actually takes away. The Hawke government 
has substantially abandoned the policies of domestic 
defence. This has been the real significance of its tariff 
reductions, industry plans, award restructuring and train-
ing, occupational superannuation and targeted welfare 
payments. Its agenda now continues under the banner of 
micro-reform in transport, communications and new 
federalism. 
By far the biggest reform for the labour movement, labour 
market deregulation, has been left till last. Like tariff policy, 
it is difficult to understand how, in the long term, 
centralised wage fixing has helped Australian workers. If 
Australia is to trade successfully and build a growth 
economy, it needs a wages system which rewards in-
dustries and employees for their contribution to national 
income. 
Centralised wage fixing has also prevented depressed 
regional centres from offering wage incentives to industry 
and comparative advantages in the market. This is where 
the folly of domestic defence is most exposed: trying to 
argue that thousands of unemployed workers in regional 
centres, living in an uncompetitive nation, is somehow in 
the best interests of the working class. 
In the end, for Barbara Tuchman, "persistence in error is 
the problem•. She points to the lack of self-confidence by 
which politicians rarely admit mistakes and pursue new 
options. History shows how good leadership comes from 
lateral thinking. An ability to abandon past practices when 
they no longer serve the public interest. This is the real test 
for the ALP: to continue to tum around the march of folly. 
MARK LATHAM works for the NSW Opposition leader, 
Bob Carr. He is the author of Reviving Labor's Agenda (Pluto 
Press, 1990). 
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Rugby League great Arthur Beetson was as 
revolutionary as Einstein. 
Gary Wickham explains. 
quating Arthur Beet-
son or Polly Farmer 
with Einstein or 
Copernicus probably 
sounds far-fetched. But there's 
reason in this madness. 
All sports undergo revolutions in 
technique not dissimilar to the revolu-
tions in technique that shape different 
sciences. 
Revolution is not too strong a word. In 
a much celebrated, much condemned 
book on the history of science, pub-
lished in 1962, Thomas Kuhn 
described the development of sciences 
using just this term. 
I have no idea whether Kuhn is or was 
a sports fanatic; I don't think it mat-
ters. His ideas have a great deal to 
offer an understanding of the way 
sports work. 
Kuhn argued that scientists usually go 
about their business more or less in 
line with a particular 'right way of 
doing things', a particular dominant 
paradigm of technique. They judge 
their performances, and their perfor-
mances are judged by others, in terms 
of this dominant paradigm. 
Think of Rugby League before Beet-
son or Aussie Rules football before 
Farmer. The 'right way' of attacking as 
a front-row forward was to keep in 
close to the ruck, run straight and hard 
and, especially, keep the ball tucked in 
close to the chest to avoid having it 
dislodged by either ground or op-
ponent. 
The paradigm for all Australian Rules 
players in the pre-Farmer era was to 
kick the ball long to position. Hand-
ball was to be used only as a last resort. 
This was 'normal' Rugby League and 
'normal' Australian Rules. Players, 
coaches, commentators and spec-
tators alike practised 'normal' Rugby 
League or Australian Rules as a com-
munity of Rugby League and a com-
munity of Australian Rules, just as 
Kuhn described the practice of 
'normal' science among different 
scientific communities. 
But normal science, according to 
Kuhn, has a habit of breaking down 
every now and again. This is the crux 
of his argument. 
The normal way of doing things, the 
dominant paradigm, begins to be 
openly challenged, perhaps because 
it' s not doing too well at solving its 
own puzzles or perhaps because some 
mavericks working outside the 
dominant paradigm, on the edge of 
the community, using an alternative 
paradigm, start getting some spec-
tacularly good results, or perhaps a 
combination of the two. 
More or less quickly a scientific 
revolution occurs. An entire com-
munity starts doing things in the way 
of the mavericks. 
The shockingly new way becomes the 
normal way, the alternative paradigm 
becomes the dominant paradigm. 
Anyone who stays loyal to the old 
way is left behind, a fool at best, a 
heretic at worst. Einstein's paradigm 
of physics taking over from Newton's 
is a good example, as is Copernicus' 
paradigm of astronomy taking over 
from Aristotle's. 
Back to football. In the 60s, Beetson 
starts standing in tackles, at the edge 
of rucks, often approached at a stroll, 
actually holding the ball out (some-
times even one-handed!) for other 
players to run off him rather than 
clutching it to his chest. 
In the same period Farmer (and Cable 
and others) start using the hand-pass 
not as a means of getting out of a tight 
spot, but as an attacking weapon. 
In both Rugby League and Australian 
Rules a revolution occurred; a 
dominant paradigm of playing tech-
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nique shifted very dramatically. NG 
quite overnight, but over only a lew 
seasons, what was wrong becamt 
right and vice versa. 
Only the 'old codgers' stayed loyaiiD 
the old ways. During the brief revo8-
tionary period just about every011 
was converted (or sacked)- playm, 
coaches, commentators and spec-
tators. 
Now, only 20 years later, nearly MIJ 
Rugby League forward is expected II 
have unloading skills at least IP' 
proaching the Beetsonesque, 
nearly every Aussie Rules 
expected to have handballing 
least approaching the ""•·mprPCf•• 
Every coach is expected to teach 
skills and every commentator 
spectator is expected to aotJrl'rUI 
them. 
All this, I believe, is evidence of 
worth of the 'paradigm shift' or 
nical revolution' theory of 
example, not from football, 
high jumping. 
In the space of just a few days' 
petition- during the 1968 nh,mr.u..w 
everything about the 'right 
high jump changed. American 
Dick Fosbury' s 'flop' technique· 
pletely marginal before the 
was so successful (Fosbury went 
a world ranking of 56th in 1967 
medallist in 1968) it became donninl•l 
virtually straight away. 
The straddle paradigm, which 
dominated the scissors, eastern 
and western roll paradigms for 
itself became an alternative. The 
paradigm was completely 'in'. No 
even had a chance to defend the 
dominant paradigm. 
*** What exactly happened behind 
scenes to make world tennis 
opt for baseline play with 
handed backhands and massive 
spin forehands in preference to 
serve-and-volley game? 
What exactly happened behind 
scenes to make Bob McCarthy 
running out wide in attack or to 
Terry Wallace start kicking the 
gy from the centre that its exact didn't really matter? y these events didn't happen 
ut someone behind the scenes 
Ullg something? 
We can usefully categorise these dif-
ierent revolutions in terms of the in-
Yolvement of coaches and/ or 
administrations. 
Some revolutions in individual sports 
accur through genuine mavericks, in-
dividual playing revolutionaries, if 
you like, perhaps working quietly 
with a coach before bursting forth 
with their revolution at a public event, 
catching the administration of their 
sport completely off guard. The Fos-
bury revolution again provides a 
good example. 
Some revolutions involve maverick 
1 play by individuals in team games 
I
. which is either encouraged or at least 
tolerated by coaches but not necessari-
ly directed by them. This category in-
J eludes the McCarthy and Beetson 1 revolutions in Rugby League and the . 
f Wallace and Farmer revolutions in 
Australian Rules. A bit of creative bor-
rowing by players and/ or coaches 
might go on, as in the way the Beetson 
revolution involved importing, 
modifying and perfecting a technique 
from English Rugby League but, 
where this occurs, there's no need for 
a separate 'behind the scenes' 
category. These two categories- softly 
directed or non-directed maverick 
play in individual and team sports -
involve flexible, aware coaching tech-
niques and either flexible, aware ad-
ministration or administration which 
doesn't know what's going on. 
Another category focuses on in-
dividual coaching mavericks, coaches 
who stand alone as sporting 
revolutionaries. This category in-
cludes the 'total defence' and 'total 
football' revolutions in Rugby 
League. Jack Gibson- it's hard to think 
of a better term than' coaching genius' 
·was of course involved in both these 
revolutions. His 'total defence' 
paradigm changed the face of Rugby 
league in the 70s (when he coached 
St. George, Newtown and Easts). This 
paradigm introduced new patterns 
and new standards of defence. 
The 'total defence' revolution was the 
basis for the 'total football' revolution. 
Gibson experimented with 'total 
football' - total defence combined 
with total attack (many more players 
running to creatE' options, much mol'e 
adventurous passing, use of the chip 
kick. and so on) in the late 70s and 
pushed it further in the 80s when he 
coached Parramatta. Gibson, of 
course, had a co-revolutionary in the 
total football revolution throughout 
the 80s in Warren Ryan (Newtown, 
Canterbury and Balmain}. 
This category- coach-directed revolu-
tions - necessarily involves flexible, 
aware administrations. One unfor-
tunate spin-off of this category has 
been the emergence of a cult of the 
'supercoach', a situation where sports 
administrators (and spectators) are 
constantly on the look-out for the new 
coach who can solve all the perfor-
mance weaknesses displayed by the 
players they administer (or follow). 
More sensible administrations will 
realise that coach-directed revolutions 
require careful analysis of the new 
paradigms involved, not mindless 
'super coach' worship. 
There's still another category, one in 
which highly centralised administra-
tions take the initiative and direct the 
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revolution from the top. The tennis 
revolution is the ideal example. This 
revolution had its roots in the back-
rooms of European tennis, partic-
ularly in Sweden. Administrators 
decided, probably in the late 60s, that 
a European-style paradigm had to be 
developed to counter the serve-and-
volley paradigm perfected in 
Australia and dominant throughout 
the world in the 50s and 60s. 
Armies of coaches were trained in the 
new baseline paradigm and set about 
producing a 'new breed' of player. 
The success of this revolution barely 
needs mentioning. A string of tennis 
clones, from Borg to Lendl to Graf, 
have perfected the baseline game with 
double-handed backhands and top-
spin shots, fuelled by changes to rac-
quet technology. The ' Aussie' 
paradigm and most of the Aussies 
have been left behind. 
I think this example shows that 
revolutions can be manufactured by 
aware, powerful administrations. 
Whether this is the ideal type of sport-
ing revolution should remain a matter 
for debate. 
GARY WICKHAM teaches in Social 
Science at Murdoch University. 
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It's times like these ... 
1\-ENE'N~ Australia's Intervention In the Iraq crisis 
provoked a flurry of starry-eyed patriotism In 
the popular press and the predictable cry 
of ·us Imperialists outl' from the Left sects. 
It's times like these that you need ALR 
and Hs blend of sober comment and 
open-minded analysis. And Just to 
help you sort out the Issue of the 
moment we're offering each new 
subscriber a copy of The New 
Australian Militarism - Pluto Press' 
recent collection on our 
defence fixations. The book Is 
absolutely free: you pay Just 
$3 to cover postage. 
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Kultur Shock 
Unification has been a cultural shock for 
Berliners. Mike Ticher reports that the 
'socialist' East now seems in many ways more 
conservative than the West. 
ou know we have 
never really liked the 
Germans." It's a senti-
ment you might ex-
feet to hear in many parts of 
'Jarope in 1990, but perhaps not 
lnnn Germans themselves. 
l Jut for young, leftwing Berliners, 
' ~rman' implies all the attitudes 
~
1 they reject • it calls to mind the 
ype (which is so widespread 
e Germany) of materialistic, 
1, conservative, orderly and fun-
1amentally dull people. Berlin has 
~g been a centre for such non-con-
amist opinions, largely because of 
lhr large number of young men going 
there from West Germany to escape 
military service. 
11le self-consciously Left and alterna-
tive 'counter-culture' (a word which 
does not sound ridiculously dated in 
Berlin) which grew in the 60s and was 
an important impetus to the success of 
the Greens in Berlin, remains extreme-
ly strong among many young people, 
1o an extent unimaginable in almost 
lilY other West European country, not 
1o mention Australia. The signs are 
obvious even to a casual observer that 
West Berlin is one place where 
materialism and apathy have not 
overwhelmed grassroots political ac-
tivity. 
In Kreuzberg, the inner-city suburb 
which is the hub of alternative activity, 
the graffiti is ubiquitous and strident 
·anti-Nazi, pro-revolutionary move-
ments all around the world, exhorta-
tions to solidarity among the residents 
and warnings to police not to raid 
squatted flats. In Berlin public swim-
ming pools, there are signs urging 
women to report sexual harassment. 
Theonlynationaldailypaperpublish· 
ed in Berlin, the Tageszeitung ('Taz') is 
run as a co-operative, with equal 
wages for alL and broadly supports 
the Greens and others to the left of the 
SPD. The political manifestation of all 
this is the presence of the Alternative 
List (the Berlin equivalent of the 
Greens) in the ruling coalition on the 
municipal council. 
Now, however, the German Left is 
going through a severe identity crisis, 
and nowhere more so than in Berlin 
itself. The catalyst, of course, was the 
opening of the Wall and Kohl's sub-
sequent rush to reunification which so 
dramatically seized, and still holds, 
the political initiative. For many Ber-
liners, both East and West, the initial 
euphoria has rapidly given way to 
suspicion and antipathy. 
In the East, as Westerners constantly 
tell you, "they want everything 
yesterdayN. Threatened by growing 
unemployment, rising prices and no 
security of tenure in houses and apart-
ments previously owned by people in 
the West, the East Germans have be-
come rapidly disillusioned (although 
most certainly not to the extent that 
Kohl could possibly lose the election). 
In the West they talk of the 'invasion' 
by the Easterners which has made 
West Berlin intolerably crowded and 
dramatically worsened its already 
critical housing shortage. 
Dorothea Hahn, a journalist on the 
Taz, explains: "It's a completely 
prejudiced feeling [against the East 
Germans}, but you have to under-
stand how radical the change was. In 
the 1960s, my parents' generation 
used to light candles in the eastern 
windows of their houses, in memory 
of their 'dearly beloved brothers and 
sisters on the other side of the Wall'. 
Until 9 November there was this offi-
cially friendly attitude towards the 
East Germans, and no one had any-
thing against them, but also hardly 
anyone had any actual contact with 
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them. Then, all of a sudden, we are 
confronted with millions of them, 
most of whom I suppose have already 
visited West Berlin or West Germany. 
For Berlin it has been quite a cultural 
shock.• 
For the Left in particular, the East Ger-
mans (or perhaps more accurately, the 
Prussians) represent everything ar-
chetypically German. What's more, 
their 'Germanness' appears to have 
been exacerbated, rather than al-
leviated, by the experience of living 
under a nominally socialist govern-
ment for 40 years. The experience of 
Claudia Rhein, a young West Berlin 
trainee video producer, is perhaps 
typical. She speaks of the •bad 
socialisation" of her boss, a 45-year-
old Easterner, resident in the West for 
ten years. •His style is very 
authoritarian and aggressive, the 
women workers in particular find it 
hard to get on with him, because he 
has been unable to adapt to ideas of 
feminism and of democratic and co-
operative ways of working which 
most young people in West Berlin are 
accustomed to, • she says. It is this' ac-
tually existing socialism' which is 
now perceived to have fostered fun-
damentally reactionary social values! 
Politically, of course, this has trans-
lated into a rejection of everything 
which the communists theoretically 
stood for and institutionalised, in-
cluding feminism, internationalism 
and equality. East German racism, 
which has manifested itself in attacks 
on Vietnamese students and constant 
grumblings about the influx of Poles 
into the country, is viewed with horror 
by vehemently anti-racist West Ber-
liners, accustomed to the constant 
reminders on the walls of "Never 
again fascism". 
For the Left in West Berlin, this realisa-
tion has produced a profoundly 
schizophrenic attitude to the East, 
described by Ralf Foeks, a former 
federal spokesperson for the Greens, 
as "a calamity for the Left-Green op-
position". On the one hand, the Left 
is concerned to retain whatever can be 
salvaged from the ex-communist state 
• social services, public transport, the 
right to abortion and so on. On the 
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other, they are shocked and frightened 
by the values of the people produced 
by that system. 
As Dorothea Hahn puts it: "'Many 
people in the West would have liked 
the East Germans to be different from 
what they are. Foeks is particularly 
critical of what he describes as the Left 
*wallowing in nostalgia" for the GDR. 
and especially of joint actions with the 
ex-SED (now renamed Democratic 
Socialist Party) against 
'incorporation' of the GDR by the 
federal Republic. 
Hahn echoes this failure of the Left to 
come to terms with the reality of the 
GDR: *I think very few of us knew the 
concrete dimensions of political 
repression, corruption, torture, social 
inequality- not because it was impos-
sible to know, but because we simply 
didn't ask enough questions. We were 
far too convinced of the superiority of 
socialism.* 
The population of a unified Berlin is 
set to increase from 3.5 million to 
seven million before the end of the 
century (compared to 4.5 million 
before World War II). 
This will put a huge strain on its 
physical resources. For West Berliners 
it will mean the end of their* splendid 
isolation", their subsidies from the 
federal government, their weighted 
wage packets and the special identity 
created both by the Wall and the 
vibrant alternative culture. The city 
will lose its fundamental function as a 
political symbol in exchange for a 
greater role in the German economy, 
particularly in such areas as govc:n-
ment and the public service, banking, 
publishing and, perhaps, industry, of 
which it currently has very little. In 
Romaine Rutnam reviews the meeting of 
feminist thought and the IVF controversy 
I 
first began taking an 
interest in the con-
flicting issues raised 
by the development 
of In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF) 
technology when I attended the 
"Liberation or Loss?" con-
ference in Canberra in 1986. 
Most memorable was the almost pal-
pable hostility and distress I perceived 
among the audience at a plenary ses-
sion, when an IVF client claimed: "I 
was born with the right to have a baby 
and nobody will take that right away 
from me if there is another way, in-
cluding women's groups". 
Beatrice Faust wrote in Women, Sex 
and Pornography that ' the right to 
choose' sums up the women's move-
ment. On the other hand, Robin 
Rowland's writings between 1984 and 
1988 show her wrestling with the 
theoretical problems of balancing the 
value of that slogan in the campaign 
for women's access to save contracep-
tives and abortions, with her strong 
sense that women (and men) should 
not have the right to choose IVF, 
'surrogacy', sex selection and other re-
lated eugenicist technologies. (See 
Corea et al, Man-made Women .) 
Martin Golding's history of the notion 
of human rights notes the connection 
between the development of the idea of 
an individual's rights with that of 
capitalism "with the individualism it 
entails". He concluded by noting a 
problem for the concept of rights that 
emerged from the " inf1a tionary" claims: 
Perhaps we have had an infla-
tion in our moral economy, an in-
flation in demands put in terms of 
rights, to the point that the concept 
of rights is beginning to lose 1ts 
value as moral tender. We seem to 
need a new concept in order to be 
able to think clearly about these 
hard decisions. But what could this 
new concept be? (Bondman [eds], 
Bioetlrics and Human RigiJts, pp44-
50.) 
I'd like to suggest that the growing 
literature on feminist ethics can make 
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other words, it will move into the ml 
world and become more like any other 
large European city. It's easy to • 
how this loss of identity and privilqr 
can help to induce the ' nostalgia'. 
*I think there will be very many~ 
problems, there will be more crimeil 
Berlin, lots of unemployment, Jots ll 
social inequality, more poverty and 
more homelessness,* says Hahn. "i 
J 
w 
pt 
01 
th 
th 
fo 
di 
tn 
the long-term there will be under-
privileged people, the underdogs ll in 
the future rich Germany. b 
in 
t 
so 
pq 
wl "What was the GDR will become* 
economic 'south' of Germany, * wr 
slum of Germany. And who knOIIIi ter 
whether this will shift politics to* m 
Left or the Right?" 
MIKE TICHER, ALR's 
advertising manager, t. sojournina 
Europe. 
useful contributions to the 
"think clearly about the 
decisions" on choices be 
reproductive (and any other) 
nologies. This literature offers 
new concept but a new per.specti~ 
norms by which we judge our 
and actions - on ethical values. 
The basis of what has been 
distinCtiVely feminist nPr'<:nA~t;W 
ethics is the germinal 
Gilligan, In a Different 
Psycllological Theory and 
Development, which discusses 
pirical research on moral 
ment and decision-making. 
She argued there were distind 
ferences in men's moral choices 1• 
on the language of autonomy, 
and justice. Women, by 
tended to be more concern1ed 
other values like social 
dence, responsibility 
violence in their aec::Ision-ITIJIWlfJ 
later essay, she prefers the 
justice perspective" and •the 
perspective" to highlight the 
in these two distinct means of 
ganising our perception and 
our understanding of 
our environments. These 
from the daily activities 
ex< 
ti£ 
chi 
1111men, primarily, have for centuries 
~ performed: caring and nurturing not 
.,)y the powerful, menfolk, but also 
e lht powerless in societies- the young, 
t.eold, the disabled. Nancy Hartsock. 
81 \ ilrinstance, suggested that this sexual 
['n l llivision of labour could contribute to 
of i die fascinating distinction she found 
!d , i the way male and female political 
In ! dleorists have talked about power. 
r- She notes in Money, Sex and Power that 
pf . I the vast literature on power written 
by men, power is seen in terms of 
power over, or domination of others, 
while the very few women who have 
written about political power talk in 
s l!ms of the power to, or empower-
Mit of others. She suggests that the 
exclusion of men from intimate iden-
tification with others through 
,r childcare may explain why men have 
:n tystematically privileged the intellec-
tual habits of abstraction, com-
partmentalisation, and a denial of a 
11le for the emotions in producing 
J:nowledge; why their values seem to 
protect the separation and opposition 
ctindividuals, which can so often lead 
to violence and a breakdown of 
•e human relationships. 
~ n No matter how these values arise, 
i- !here can be no question that the skills 
~ and know ledges produced by women 
segregated into the private realm are 
constantly devalued by the organised 
•public" disciplines of 'malestream' 
science and medicine. Thus, age-old 
~ contraceptive, abortifacient and birth-
n ing techniques developed by women 
are devalued and set aside to make 
room for the modern" scientificH tech-
".5 nologies, the dangerous effects of 
which the women's health movement 
has catalogued for two decades now. 
(See Ehrenreich and English: For lrer 
DUm good. 150 years of experts' advice to 
rromen.) 
~ There are other important ways in 
5 which feminist ethics challenges 
traditional ethics. One is that ethics 
should be context-rich rather than a-
historical, should be concerned with 
• 'judgments made in the full 
knowledge of power differences in 
particular situations instead of the 
balancing of abstract and timeless 
moral principles. So feminist ethics 
would judge IVF, for example, not in 
terms of abstract principles like the 
doctor's duty to relieve suffering or 
the citizen's right to health care or the 
right to life of the human embryo: they 
would also look at IVF's effects on -
what it actually means for- the power 
relations within our society, between 
men and women, between rich and 
poor, for people of different races and 
so on. A related important distinction 
between traditional and feminist 
ethics is that while the former prides 
itself on developing universal 
categories like justice and rights, the 
latter argues for judgments which are 
embodied in distinct individuals. The 
ethical relevance of the fact that 
human beings have two different 
bodies, two sexes, has been developed 
by several Australian feminists, in-
cluding Rosi Braidotti, Elizabeth 
Grosz and Moira Gatens. 
The relevance of this insight to practi-
cal policy choices may be seen in the 
issue of career patterns for men and 
women. Using universal criteria like 
justice and equality, male policy-
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makers who accepted the early 
feminist demands for equality in the 
workplace assumed, and acted upon 
the basis, that these patterns should be 
the same for both sexes. The tendency 
for feminists in the 60s and 70s to for-
get or postpone childbearing until 
their careers were well-established 
appears to have contributed to the in-
creased demands for, and expression 
of rights to, infertility treatment (in-
cluding IVF) in the 80s. An alternative 
policy, based on an acceptance of 
biological difference and limits, 
would encourage and support 
women to give birth at the healthiest 
physical time (in their 20s) and reor-
ganise careers and other sodal institu-
tions like childcare around that 
requirement. (See Anne Phillips [ed]: 
Feminism and Equality.) 
It's illuminating to note the differen-
ces between these feminist values and 
''Your 9overnme"~ t's o" fhe 
ver~e of co lr apse - M~ke q 
~ep, I '' wo"'<lr\ ~~e. pre~ier ... 
~h~Vs <JI( i~ SQ~S 
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those of Australia's IVF researchers. 
When Carl Wood, Australia's human 
IVF research pioneer, was interviewed 
by The Age the day after Candice Reed 
was born in June 1980, he was quoted 
as saying "This particular project is 
attractive in the sense that it serves 
two basic functions, the relief of 
human suffering - infertility - and the 
right to have children. But it is unat-
tractive to health administrators be-
cause the percentage of success is so 
low ... By portraying IVF as fulfilling 
basic human functions, and any op-
position to it as thus inhuman, Wood 
courted and achieved public sym-
pathy and financial support.• 
From the early 1970s, the attitude of 
Wood and his colleagues was that it 
was their job to produce "more effi-
cient reproduction and family plan-
ning", while it was a task for others to 
tidy up the ethical and legal aspects of 
their work after them. They sug-
gested, for instance, that they could 
improve the efficiency of 'nature', 
women's bodies, by encouraging 
women in their 20s to have their eggs 
removed and frozen, and reimplanted 
years later (either in their own bodies 
or in that of a "surrogate"') after their 
careers were well-established. This, of 
course, is "the medical model of 
health,. at work, in contrast to the so-
cial view I used above. 
It's possible that the supreme con-
fidence Wood and his peers had in 
their benevolent efforts to enhance the 
mechanics of the human fertilisation 
process led to two notable omissions 
in their research practice, which I con-
sider to have potentially harmful ef-
fects on the women who have chosen 
to try IVF. The first was Wood's failure 
to include any women in the group he 
set up around him to assist in develop-
ing his research protocol and proce-
dures. This seems completely 
consistent with the general attitude of 
scientific experts that it is unnecessary 
to consult potential users (particularly 
those of the female sex} about how 
they might weigh up the possible risks 
and benefits of the procedure. In the 
case of IVF, this meant that no women 
were involved in the decision taken in 
the early 1970s that ovarian stimula-
tion through clomiphene citrate was a 
lesser risk than repeated cycles of 
surgery under general anaesthetic. 
While this failure did not contravene 
the ethical standards governing medi-
cal research of that time (those found 
in the National Health and Medical 
Research Council's [NHMRC] State-
ment of Human Experimentation of 1966 
and 1976), the second omission quite 
clearly failed to meet one of those ex-
plicit guidelines. This stated: 
New therapeutic or experimen-
tal procedures which are at the 
stage of early evaluation and which 
may have long-term effects should 
not be undertaken unless full 
provision has been made for long-
term care and observation [my em-
phasis). 
In 1985 the NHMRC s Medical Re-
search Ethics Committee noted of the 
Monash IVF program that" there is no 
long term follow up of births", but 
made no further comment or recom-
mendation on the matter. In l989, two 
Melbourne IVF specialists were 
quoted in Tire Age as saying they 
knew of no research that had studied 
the long-term health effects on women 
of IVF. Thus, to date, Australia's IVF 
researchers and practitioners, as well 
as the guardian of their ethical prac-
tice- the NHMRC- can be seen to have 
failed to meet the standard of the 
feminist ethic of care or responsibility 
in this case. 
The philosophical basis of this scien-
tific hubris, what David Suzuki and 
Peter Knudsen have translated in 
Genetlrics as "a mix of bloated human 
pride and self-confidence", can be 
traced to the Biblical order for men to 
"have dominion over,. and to "sub-
due" Nature. This task of controlling 
the natural environment and of push-
ing back its limits has been vigorously 
followed by European science since 
the time of Francis Bacon. The conse-
quences have included the "miracles 
of modern scientific medicine"' as well 
as the incredibly affluent and leisured 
lifestyles of the rich in rich and poor 
countries alike, but at the cost of what 
is increasingly recognised as near-
ecological catastrophe. 
I began by noting that the conflict 
raised for some feminists by the 
slogan "the right to choose". Gilligan 
has noted the importance of the notion 
of rights in women's self-develop-
ment in transcending the pervasive 
feminine ethic of self-sacrifice and 
responsibility to others, to include 
responsibility for themselves too. 
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However, I agree with her view thll 
our rights claims on society should be 
balanced by our sense of sodll 
responsibility to those who are thr 
least powerful in our communities. 
Rowland has argued that the '"""''~• 
of "the right to choose" is better 
pressed as "a woman's right to 
trol". I find her substitution of 
word "control"' problematic, 
it carries with it the connotation of* 
scientist's desire to dominate, haw 
power over, nature. The problems 
very real. I support Mary 
view that the chronological link 
tween the flowering of femil\i$m 
the 60s and 70s and the 
availability of cheap, <>tt•"""''" 
cal and mechanical means of 
over the limits of frequent uuJulll .. 'l 
ing in women's lives was no 
coincidence. It seems inconsistent 
heterosexual feminists to choose 
use existing science and medical 
nologies to minimise the 
healthofconstantpn:KJ1tanc~les,alllla• 
pain of childbirth, or to 
tarily and permanently 
through sterilisation, but 
that science needs to 
"feminised'", to become a 
knowledge-making that is not 
on nature's domination. 
Perhaps a way out of this 
be found in the temporary resttidMI 
of medical research to priorities 
at fulfilling the World 
Organisation's goal of reducing 
equities in health through an 
powerment of the least 
groups in our national and 
communities. Out of such an 
powerment - the expansion 
knowledge/power among 
aborigines, working class 
enhance social solidarit 
balance of power between 
and our natural environment · 
come a better understanding of 
a sustainable scientific theory 
practice might be. 
ROMAINE RUTNAM is a 
academic who hat c 
doctorate on aspects of 
is based on a t.tlk she gave 
National Women's rnonf .. ,r•llllll 
Ctnberra. 
• In my PhD thesis I have aoo11nt11WI 
IVF was used l1y both Monash 
the NationDJ Health and Medic;! 
Council as a brilliant tmmple of 
scientific achievement. 
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Feminist finesse 
.• '"larinist Thought by Rosemarie 
· tDng, Allen and Unwin, 1989. 
p,irmck, rrp $24.95. Sisters in 
iiits: women and public policy 
a Australia by Marian Sawer, 
Nltnand Unwin, 1990. Paperback, 
rrp $19.95. Reviewed by Pavia 
Miller. 
·r 1 Jfext time somebody asks you 
'what's all this feminist stuff, 
tmr, you will be able to send 
firm away to read Rosemarie 
Tong's Feminist Thought, a 
Jtmarkably friendly and 
taphisticated overview of con-
0 !temporary feminist theory. 
,e When they come back mum-
•ung, .,It's all very well in 
e ~ theory, but it can't work in 
.e 1 Australia .. , you can deftly reach 
. e for Marian Sawer' s Sisters in 
~ ' Suits, a detailed and practical ac-
count of feminist involvement 
lD the formation and ad-
rnJ ministration of Australian 
~d public policy over the last two 
(h clecades. 
r· You will not be the only one using the 
Ci kicks. Feminist Thought has been al-
- l IKISt continuously out of stock since it 
h-" came out late last year; the capitalists 
~
I f , a !he publishers, Unwin and Hyman, 
and at the Australian distributors, 
 . ADen and Unwin, seem to have totally 
anderestimated the demand. (So far, 
there have been no reports of inflated 
prices paid on the black market.) 
a 
r,s 
•Y 
~t I So why all this fuss about yet another 
,d feminist text? First, the thousands of 
INdents in various women's studies 
and other courses which deal with 
~ r feminist theory need a textbook. Of 
Ia j the three frequently used books, 
(t-1 £isenstein' s excellent Contemporary 
U Ftminist Thought was published in 
n 1984 and focuses mainly on radical 
feminism in the United States, 
rv Burton's SubordinaJion is not useful as 
~ a general introduction, and the out-
~ ltanding second edition of Feminist 
' I11meworks by Jaggar and Rothenberg 
costs $49.95. This leaves Tong's book. 
which surveys the whole spectrum of 
contemporary feminist theory, a steal 
at$24.95. 
Second, the book is both friendly and 
sophisticated. It starts by explaining 
that not all feminists think the same 
way, and that there are such big dif. 
ferences between different feminist 
theoreticians that it is useful to group 
them into several distinct theoretical 
perspectives. The author draws on her 
long experience as a lecturer in 
feminist theory to provide plenty of 
fSISTtRS IN SUITS 
graphic examples and ingenious ex-
planations of difficult concepts, and 
succeeds in presenting the strong as 
well as the weak points of any ap-
proach she mentions. 
All theorists are treated with a sym-
pathetic but critical eye, and no one is 
made to look ridiculous or evil. Tong 
includes up-to-date material in her 
discussion of the commonly described 
liberal, marxist, radical and socialist 
feminist varieties of feminist theoris-
ing, and uses new pigeonholes for 
those who do not fit easily within the 
old categories. Her discussion of 
psychoanalytic, existentialist and 
postmodem feminism will save some 
poor souls from getting lost forever in 
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new, unfamiliar feminist jargon and 
long sentences. To those few who have 
learnt to navigate the swamp with 
ronfidence, Tong will provide novel 
interpretations and food for thought. 
Sawer' s book is equally important, 
but for quite different reasons. Sisters 
in Suits is a blow-by-blow and meet-
ing-by-meeting account of who did 
what in the myriad agencies and 
programs initiated, staffed and a>-or· 
dinated by Australian femocrats 
(feminist bureaucrats) since the early 
1970s. It is the first book-length study 
of what Australian women have 
achieved in terms of public policy 
machinery during the current wave of 
the women's movement. Because of 
the amount of detail it contains and 
because the Australian experience is 
in many respects unique, the book is 
likely to be a standard source for years 
to come. In writing it, Sawer has relied 
closely on recollections of the women 
who populate its pages. She does 
mention theoretical concerns, but 
rarely takes a few steps back to look 
systematically and critically at what it 
all means. 
Yet the book's weakness is also its 
strength - the readers actually get a 
sense of what it feels like in the 
bureaucratic jungle and can use it as a 
guidebook before themselves ventur-
ing inside. Incidentally, there is abun-
dant evidence here to debunk any 
blanket statement regarding the un-
relenting patriarchal nature of the 
state. 
Some male politicians and 
bureaucrats are awful and others sup-
portive; feminists and femocrats sup-
port each other, disagree, make 
mistakes and become exhausted; 
programs which look good tum out to 
have serious problems; feminist 
demands might be resisted for years 
and then approved in minutes for odd 
and unforeseen reasons. 
Last but not least, the book contains 
interesting photographs of Australian 
• sisters in suits'". 
PA VLA MILLER teacho JOdology at 
the Phllllp hutltutc of Technology. 
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Waves of change 
Your Flag's Blocking Our Sun-
an Australian journalist's ac-
count of life in New Caledonia 
during its struggle for inde-
pendence, by Helen Fraser. Pub-
lished by ABC Enterprises 1989. rrp 
$24.99 (hardback) . Papua New 
Guinea - People, Politics and 
History since 1975, by Sl?lln Dor-
ney. Published by Random Century 
Australia 1990. rrp $16.95 . 
Reviewed by Jemima Garrett. 
With these two books comes 
some welcome and sorely 
needed insights into the com-
plex political events in New 
Caledonia and Papua New 
Guinea over the past decade 
and a half. 
Both are written by journalists with 
many years of first hand experience 
and whose knowledge of their subject 
is unparalleled among their col-
leagues in the Australian media corps. 
The noise of the crowd was 
much worse. Chants of "Strip her 
naked!" "Kill her!" blended with 
"Australia go home!'" ... The police 
had now come through the melee 
and one inspector took me by the 
arm and yelled, HRun" . I'd forgot-
ten that the Police Station was just 
there about 100 metres away. We 
ran the gauntlet of twisted faces, 
spit and punches, grabs at my shirt 
and my hair. The faces and the 
arms were so close I could easily 
have yanked an arm or a shoulder 
and repaid a punch or two. But it 
took all my efforts to control my 
shaking and particularly to keep 
looking through people - to stand 
above the situation and, although I 
was so close, not make eye contact 
with anyone. 
Helen Fraser's book Your Flag's Block-
ing our Sun is a personal account of the 
dramatic four years she spent in New 
Caledonia between 1981 and 1985. 
Her time there began with the first 
assassination of a European inde-
pendence leader (Pierre Declerq) and 
climaxed with the pro-independence 
election boycott in late 1984 and its 
aftermath, a period which left almost 
20 people dead. 
As the only Australian journalist 
based in the French territory, Fraser 
faced the wrath of the far Right. The 
above incident, which occurred at a 
gathering of 5,000 Caldoche who were 
laying wreaths for two gendarmes 
killed in a melee at a Kanak land 
protest, was just one of a number of 
incidents. 
As well as facing danger of that sort 
she, and her son who was eight when 
they arrived in New Caledonia, faced 
death threats and even an attack on 
their fifth floor apartment in the centre 
ofNoumea. 
The hostility and personal abuse 
Helen Fraser experienced as a reporter 
during the time is testament to the 
passions of the far Right Caldoche and 
the intense animosity of the settlers to 
Australia's perceived support for the 
Kanaks. 
But this book is more than a story of 
personal courage. By relating conver-
sations in villages, at independence 
movement conferences and at 
roadblock protests, it gives an insight 
into the feelings and motivation of 
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those involved at all levels in the indf. 
pendence struggle. 
The events during the 1984 
boycott were, in many waya, 
forerunner to the 1988 protest 
which over 30 gendarmes were 
hostage in a cave on Ouvea island. 
The 1984 protest marked the 
ning of the latest phase of the 
pendence struggle with 
pro-independence parties 
together to form the FLNKS 
Kanak Socialist National .... ..,,., ..... 
Front) and the declaration 
provisional government of KanakJ 
It also saw the""'"..,""'"' 
sination of ten I<anaks, mCilucllnglg 
brothers of the in- .. , .............. -
movement' s president, 
Tjibaou, and the killing of 
leaders Eloi Machero and 
Nonaro by the French military. 
Helen Fraser covered all these 
dents for The Age and for 
Australia, and they now 4UL'"'""'-
book. 
Fraser left New Caledonia befole 
1988 protests and the 
debate over the Matignon 
cords signed by pro- and 
pendence leaders later that 
she has been back regularly 
book contains a short epilo~tue 
an account of her ;·~ ..... ~,;a ..... 
Tjibaou and his deputy 
Yeweine, and with Kanak 
Djubelly Wea just two weeks 
Wea assassinated Tjibaou 
Yeweine. 
While in New Caledonia 
much time with Tjibaou and 
and some of her conversations 
them appear in the book. 
The book's title is taken from 
by Yeweine Yeweine to a 
French overseas territories 
"pull down this red white and 
flag for it is blocking our sun•. 
As well as the political events 
became the focus of so 
lives during the early 80s, 
a warm account of everyday 
New Caledonia, of her 
). 
with two Kanak women 
m her experiences in a Kanak 
'a cricket team. 
cricket is entirely different to 
... me played here. In the women's 
everyone can play, with the 
women having 'horses' who 
the runs for them . The game is 
13 to a side with a bat up to one 
a half metres long fashioned out 
locallepeu tree and a ball made 
the sap of a banyan tree by tribal •• 
are few books available on New 
-.Monia in English; this one is one 
best. If you are planning a trip 
Caledonia it is a must .. .if not, 
fascinating and affectionate in-
lllduction to politics and life in one of 
largest island states. 
Dorney' s book, Papua New 
- People, Politics and History 
975, while containing many per-
stories is, as the title suggests, 
a history of the country since 
endenc1 
Jbney first went to PNG in 1974 and, 
1M from a twe>-year stint back in 
Australia following his expulsion a 
decade later, he has spent most of his 
time there. 
The expulsion order came in retalia-
tion for the ABC TV's decision to 
screen a 4 Corners interview with 
James Nyaro, a rebel leader from the 
Melanesian resistance to Indonesian 
rule in Irian Jaya, which had been 
filmed on PNG soil 
In his book Dorney makes sense of the 
complex forces which make up Papua 
New Guinea's political life. 
Although the title suggests the book 
begins in 1975, it actually goes back 
much further into PNG's pre-history 
as well as analysing the record of 
various Australian ministers and ad-
ministrators responsible for PNG 
before independence. 
In the post-independence period the 
book covers everything from the 
Bougainville crisis, PNG's emerging 
and unique style of parliamentary 
politics to the massive problems the 
country faces with corruption and law 
and order (including the Barnett in-
quiry into corruption in the logging 
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industry). It also examines PNG's 
handling of its economy, the problems 
associated with setting up provincial 
governments in areas where regular 
contact with the Western world has 
only been established in the last 40 
years and where almost all leaders 
and public servants have not had the 
opportunity to gain more than a 
primary education. Add to that the 
question of whether a coup could suc-
ceed in PNG, PNG' s fragile relation-
ship with its gigantic western 
neighbou~ Indonesia, and the history 
of its relations with the rebel 
Melanesian liberation movement in 
Irian Jaya (the OPM) and you have a 
full picture of the complexity of 
modemPNG. 
Dorney has been at the centre of politi-
cal developments in PNG now for a 
decade and a half. The real strength of 
his book lies in the detail it provides, 
in Dorney's amusing and perceptive 
anecdotes, and in his determined op-
timism about the country's future. 
JEMIMA GARRETI reporta on Pad.fic 
affa.in for Radio Auatr.UU. 
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Man of Letters ~ 
Eric Gill by Fiona MacCarthy. 
Faber and Faber, rrp $45. Reviewed 
by ]im Endersby. 
Eric Gill's is not a name on 
everyone's lips these days, yet 
every visitor to London has seen 
his work - he designed the 
typeface Railway Letters which 
is still used in all London 
Transport signs, posters and 
timetables. 
Other typefaces he created • par-
ticularly Gill Sans and Perpetua • are 
still in regular use and their 
availability today as electronic 
typefaces, for use in computer 
publishing, is evidence of their con-
tinuing appeal. 
In his day (he died in 1940) Gill was 
about as famous as a typographer can 
be, although naming 12 famous typo. 
graphers is almost as difficult as pick-
ing 12 famous Belgians. But Gill was 
much more than a typographer. He 
was a calligrapher, a carver of inscrip-
tions, an engravet; publisher and il-
lustrator, and a sculptor who enjoyed 
an international reputation between 
the wars. Indeed, in 1928 the British 
sculptor Henry Moore worked under 
Gill on sculptures for London 
Transport's headquarters. 
But Gill's public reputation in his 
lifetime rested less on his work. like 
the extraordinary Stations of the Cross 
in London's Westminster Cathedral, 
than on his highly-publicised views 
on sex. Gill's public proclamations on 
the subject frequently created con-
troversy, as did his many unashamed-
ly erotic engravings, drawings and 
sculptures. But, as Fiona MacCarthy's 
excellent biography makes clear, Gill's 
private life was even more scandalous 
than his work. including a succession 
of mistresses, incestuous relation-
ships with his sister and his 
daughters, and experiments with 
homosexuality and bestiality. 
This might have been less extraordi-
nary if Gill had not been a very 
devout, and publicly devout, 
Catholic. Gill's religious views led 
him to found a series of workshops 
and colonies of Catholic artists and 
craftworkers. Each colony, founded 
around Gill's vision of a 'cell of good 
living' included his family, current 
mistress (or mistresses), apprentices, 
farm animals, workshops and a 
chapel. The live-in priest was as much 
a part of his lifestyle as the live-in 
mistress. 
And, as if he didn't have enough con-
tradictions in his life, Gill also 
progressed through most of the radi-
cal artistic and political movements of 
his time. His loathing of industrial 
capitalism and the shoddiness of its 
products took him through the tail-
end of William Morris' Arts and Crafts 
movement, then on to the Fabian Arts 
Group and then a succession of other 
allegiances. 
By the time he was middle-aged, his 
pacifism, outspoken support for 
Republican Spain and commitment to 
workers' control were bringing him 
into collision with Church authorities 
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almost as often as11isout:sD<>kella1111 
on sex. 
In view of all these cor\tr~tdicto"·r. 
was Eric Gill merely a 
hypocrite 7 The conte 
popular image of him as 'the 
Monk' certainly suggests a 
wanted to have his cake and eat 
but MacCarthy's biography 
clear that he was even more 
cated than even the cor:npli.catedi 
suggest. 
Gill was certainly part of the 
of scandalous, eccentric 
tists. A tradition that stre:tCNtlll'l 
at least William Blake and 
tainly include Gill cor1terrlDOII 
like the painters Stanley 
was likewise possessed by a 
personal spiritual vision) 
tus john (whose extended 
included multiple mi.~m<tuel 
Gill was also at odds with 
tion; vehemently reiE~cti112 
of the Bohemian artist. 
side the normal rules of 
Ht 
anc 
the 
bel 
re~ 
An< 
cer 
t~ 
w 
adc 
AnJ 
m 
an 
cat• 
teri 
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I r:mselfvery much as a sUn pie · n (and craftsman is certainly I way he would have put it) in the eva! tradition (the tombstone he 
', 'gned for himself records his 
medieval craftworker' s view of build-
ing hymns to God from stone. 
The tension between his instinctive 
modernism and his gut loathing of 
most things modem is part of the ap-
peal of his work. It's a conflict that 
parallels the present one between the 
view that science has ruined the earth, 
and the hope that science will find a 
solution to the environmental crisis; a 
desire for a simple life among people 
who use computer networks to or-
ganise rapid protests against logging 
threats. Many of the contradictions 
which beset Gill have been com-
pounded, rather than resolved, since 
his death. 
human than the misogyny which is 
the normal mark of the 'womaniser'. 
Gill appears to have been sincere in his 
liking for women; as well as his lovers 
he had many dose women friends. 
The significance of his many affairs is 
more ambiguous than one might sup-
pose; he never concealed them from 
his wife Mary, nor did he ever con-
template abandoning her for a 
younger woman. 
'I 
!1, 
II 
~ 
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it 
[. 
I 
~ 
• 
) 
lllllession simply as 'stone carver'). 
llr liked to compare himself with 
.anymous workers who had built 
'r great Catholic cathedrals, like his 
)e)oved Chartres. But despite his 
ljection of all theorising, criticism 
lid pomposity as "art-nonsense" he 
mtainly enjoyed his role as sage, 
pq!het without honour, and teacher. 
Be insisted that his apprentices stand 
when he entered the room and always 
llldressed him as 'master'. 
And yet, alongside his self-conscious 
.tievalism. Gill was also very much 
1 modernist. Whenever he pontifi-
Qied on architecture, sculpture or let-
tering he would always stress the 
fllldion of the work. His vision of a 
durch as merely a canopy over an 
lltar or "a place where chaps get 
together to pray" is closer to Le 
Courbusier' s view of a house as "a 
IIIIChine for living in• than it is to the 
Even Gill's view of women is more 
complicated than it at first appears. 
The most sympathetic reading of 
Gill's writings cannot hope to conceal 
that his opinions on women's 
sexuality and social role were deeply 
reactionary, even when judged by the 
standards of his day. Yet there seem to 
be traces - in both his art and his 
relationships - of something more 
he IN 
And Mary and Eric's sex life appears 
to have continued, to their mutual 
pleasure, throughout their married 
life. Gill would certainly never qualify 
as a champion of women's rights but 
nor is the simple label 'sexist' a com-
plete description. 
This month marks the 50th anniver-
sary of Eric Gill's death. It is hoped 
that this fine biography will play a 
part in the re-examination of this com-
plex. fascinating figure who despite 
some repulsive qualities, and perhaps 
because of his myriad contradictions, 
may still have some relevance for us. 
JIM ENDERSBY isALR's designer. 
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A Magazine 
• as untque as 
the Wildlife 
it presents. 
Wild/if! AMstrulia Magazine is a 
superb, high quality publication packed 
full of the wonder and excitement of 
Australia's unique natural environment 
No other magazine shares with 
you such brilliant colour photography 
and inspiring articles on subjects so 
diverse as Rainforest fruits, the eating 
habits of the Koala, Environmental law, 
Whales. and Queensland's Channel 
Country. 
Wild/if! A!Utralia is published 
quarterly by The Wtldllfe Preservation 
Society (Qld), one of Australia's leading 
non-profit conservation organisations. 
Al::t now to reserve your subscrip-
tion to Wildlife A.mralia. It may be 
the best thing you've done for yourself 
this year! 
Complete this coupon and mail 
with your payment to: 
Wildlife Australia Mastazine, 
Level4, 160~S~~ 
Queensland 4000 Australia • 
•••••••••••• Wildlife Australia Magazine I One year (4laaues) Subscription $20 I 
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I OR Charge my a 8/ Card a M/ Card I 
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1Number 1 
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•••••••••••• 
Misunderstood 
I take issue with your misuse of a 
quote from my critical letter pub-
lished in your June issue. 
Inside the back page of the October 
issue you use the concludin~ line 
"a load of hot cockl shit , at-
tributed to me as an ex-reader", 
and presented as an extreme nega-
tive estimate of the value of ALR in 
contrast to a positive quote by Janet 
PowelL advertising your laudable 
effort elsewhere in the issue to sur-
vey and evaluate detailed opinions 
of readers. 
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Firstly, as you see, I'm not an "ex· 
reader" - I merely said I would not 
renew my sub. 
Secondly, your quote pennits the 
assumption that I condemned ALR 
as a whole in terms that only a 
vociferous rightwinger may use, 
presenting an absolutely one-sided 
estimation. In fact, my letter was a 
condemnation of what I saw as 
trendy, academic, nonsensical rub-
bish that swamped the few serious 
articles and debates of issues fadng 
the Left. It was this side of A LR that 
provoked my condemnation. 
In justice, I concede that since pen· 
ning my letter ALR has improved 
substantially, exhibiting a quality 
more desirable in an ALR. 
I make no claim that my criticism 
sparked this desirable change, but 
take the opportunity of hoping that 
more prurung of the apoliticaf pad· 
ding will strengthen ALR's appeal 
and purpose as a serious Left 
magazine. 
Vic Bird, 
FoiSter, NSW. 
I 
II 
• l 
~ 
NEWS 
FROM 
NOWHERE 
What ALP? 
lhavefollowed withgreatinterest 
the debates in these pages about 
the Labor Party and its policies. It 
may seem naive of me, but the 
question I always find myself as-
king is not what the ALP should 
doaboutprivatisation and branch 
structure; it is whether the ALP 
1ctually exists. 
It may seem obvious that the Labor 
Party exists. After alL one can see 
its spokesmen- even the occasional 
spokeswoman- on the telly practi-
cally every night. There is always a 
face, a name, a voice, a line and a 
personality to impress upon us, via 
the screen or the radio, the presence 
of the party. The party has become 
institutionalised in the language 
and style of the media. 
This is no guarantee that the party 
really exists. These are times in 
which more money gets spent on a 
television show called Miami Vice 
than on the police force in that city 
which it mythically represents. 
Hence one is entitled to ask 
whether more effort is being put 
into creating a simulatior of the 
Labor Party on television than into 
actually building and running a 
political party which represents, 
educates and mediates its con-
stituency, and which translates that 
constituency's needs, values, 
aspirations and symbols into 
political power. 
The Labor Party traditionally ex-
isted in Australian cultural life as a 
local thing, organised territorially, 
neighbourhood by neighbour-
hood. This branch structure still ex-
ists, but it so endangered a part of 
our political heritage that it might 
as well be classified for preserva-
tion by the National Trust. The 
motor car and the television have 
made it redundant as a cultural and 
social institution, reducing it to a 
tedious organ of factional 
manipulation. Localities no longer 
function as integrated social and 
cultural units. Hence the branches 
cannot really have any but a 
residual effect on the cultural and 
social life of the country other than 
as an AA for compulsive rorters -
political junkies anonymous. 
As traditional class and locality al-
legiances in politics break down, 
the failure of the ALP to develop 
cultural and social means of 
cementing people together around 
a social democratic policy consen-
sus and worldview might prove 
disasterous. Take the slow decline 
of the American Democrats, who 
have been stomped on by a Right 
more willing and able to use con-
temporary cultural and media 
strategies to cement together a 
Right-wing hegemonic force and 
gain popular consent for it (as 
Larry Grossberg argued in the last 
ALR). The complacency of 
Australian Labor in the face of such 
lessons is a worrying thing. 
Modernising the ALP seems to 
have meant spending vast 
amounts of money on opinion poll-
ing, public relations, media 
'handlers' and huge TV advertis-
ing campaigns. All these things are 
necessary, but they form a purely 
reactive media }'Olitics which 
tailors itself to puolic opinion as it 
already exists and does little to ac-
tively create a social democratic 
culture. Labor has done nothing at 
all for the broad strata of culture 
and media workers who support it, 
so perhaps there isn't any goodwill 
out there for Labor to draw on even 
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if it had the imagination to start 
drawing up a communication, 
education and cultural policy. Let's 
hope the ALP doesn't find itself in 
the position of British Labour of 
suddenly realising how important 
these things are- while spending a 
decade in opposition. 
While reform of the party machine 
itself might be a wonderful thing, 
its importance for the public at 
large is greatly exaggerated by in-
siders. No amount of democratisa-
tion will make the tedious business 
of rorting and rounding up the 
numbers into a popular pursuit for 
the masses. Democratising the 
structure might make the party 
more fun for the avid political 
junkies within it and on its fringes, 
but for most Australians the ALP 
will continue to exist as the Bob and 
Paul show and a bunch of TV ads 
in election year. 
Given how tedious those ads are, 
it's a wonder we even bother to 
vote the bug~ers back in, but is 
there any chotce? The tory parties 
ceased to exist a long time ago and 
are now completely simulated. The 
Liberals are now the shortest dis-
tance between the big companies' 
cheque books and their advertising 
agency. The Nationals have 
replaced Paul Hogan as the 
nation's premier stand-up comedy 
routine. One ends up voting Labor 
by default, casting our lot with it 
out of nostalgia for the days when 
political parties still existed. 
Unless a more creative interven-
tionism in cultural life is practised 
by the party and the movement, the 
very possibility of using the ALP as 
a political vehicle might disappear. 
Without a viable social democratic 
culture there is nothing to check 
this tendency. The rise of the green 
vote and the Democrats is surely 
evidence that many voters doubt 
the existence of the Labor Party. 
The average TV viewer is not 
stupid, after all. She or he knows 
that Miami Vice is not a realistic 
version of police life. And they 
know the ALP they see on TV is not 
a political party. 
McKenzie Wark. 
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DEAR DR 
HARTMAN 
For Delicate 
Delegates 
Hello patients, 
It's time someone started talking 
about the psycho-sexual plight of 
union officials in this c:ounby. Irs 
not widely known but the ACTU 
recently asked me to open a special 
private clinic: in Melbourne to ater 
exclusively for the enormous pool 
of unmet psc:ho.sexual need. 
(The Acru has engaged me on a 
contract basis, of course. I'm paid a 
huge fee as a private consultant. I'm 
glad to say the Acru people didn't 
rattle on too much about infantile 
notions like awards, wages and con-
ditions. They've become too politi-
cally mature for that.) 
Of course the new clinic has been full 
ever since it opened. Here's a typical 
example of the union patient we are 
seein~. A lass was a uruon delegate in 
a section of a state public service -last 
week she was pushed to the limit. 
Two of her workmates, both mem-
bers of the union, came to her with a 
conflict. Allegedly the dispute was 
over shared access to a computer ter-
minal, but everyone who worked 
within ten feet of them knew it was 
basically a personality conflict 
dressed up as an industria] dispute. 
My delegate 'negotiated', she 
'conciliated', she ' arbitrated'. She 
was patient, reasonable and wise. 
Finally the delegate snapped. She 
screamed: "I'm going to have to use 
the King Solomon aeproach in 
resolving this dispute. (You may 
remember King Solomon once set-
tled a dispute over a child by offering 
to cut the c:hild in half.) She rushed 
out to her car, grabbed a chainsaw, 
tore back into the office and sawed 
the disputed computer in half! She 
then screamed at the two astonished 
members: "Your dispute is over. You 
can boot up half each!" She's been an 
in-patient at the clinic ever since. 
Personal conflicts are bad enough, 
but then you've also got to handle the 
genuine disputes between the chiefs 
and the indians. And if you're work-
ing in any of the many white collar 
areas, it can get very difficult indeed. 
because both the chiefs and the in-
dians are often in the same union, 
and you're all trapped on a very 
small reservation. 
When a dispute is on between a 
worker and a supervisor, it's the 
union delegate who's got to go into 
the chief's tee-pee with a very cross 
indian. Often the indian has got a 
genuine and reasonable grievance -
in fact the poor bugger's got a dirty 
great arrow sticking out of his back. 
The union delegate has somehow got 
to get them to stop shouting at each 
other and smoke the peace pipe. 
Then the chief has to be persuaded to 
pull the arrow out of the indian's 
back! It's a delicate job, and all the 
more so when the delegate wants to 
remain friendly with the chief, be-
cause they've worked together for 
years, play sport together, are best 
drinking buddies and are related by 
marriage. 
I had another patient the other day 
who had developed an odd union 
variation of the condition known as 
meeting psychosis. This patient 
worked for the Public Sector Union 
and he had reached the stage of call-
ing meetings at home. 
Each night he insisted that the family 
tum the telly off and sit in a circle in 
the loungeroom. He then put 
butcher's paper up all over the walls, 
armed himself with a big black texta 
and forced the family to indentify 
'strategies' for amalgamating the 
KCU (the Kitchen Cooking Union, 
which has two members - his wife 
and his mother-in-law) with the 
GGU (the Garbage and Garden 
Union, also with two members- him-
self and his son). Once the 
KCU/GGU negotiations were on 
track, he then forced them to form a 
ALl :NOVEMBER 1990 
FYC, a Family Youth Caucus, whOM 
job it was to find ways of luring hi 
teenage daughter into joining thr 
new amalgamated Principal Fam!Jr 
Union. 
It seems the daughter had been refut. 
ing to attend the nightly meetings. 
She was always off in her bedroaa 
watching L.A.l.Dw on her very owa 
TV, bought with wages from 
McDonald's. Her father kept screaJt 
ing at her:"Can' t you see you're beiJt 
exploited as non-unionised sla" 
labour by a grasping US multi* 
tiona17" To which she'd scream: , 
love every minute of it!'" 
I had another PSU patient who Wll 
candidate for meeting psychosis. 
had been in so many tough 
negotiation meetings, for so 
years, that she now negotiates a 
matically in every life situation. 
example, last weekend she w 
her son to do the simfle task 
vacuuming the inside o the 
car. She couldn't simply ask him 
do it. Instead she began with 
ambit claim: "Son, clean the car' 
side and out.'" Her son, who 
used to her negotiating techni 
by now, was quite happy to wash 
car, but countered with: "Mum, 
onlf wash the hub caps, and 
all! She said; '"Son, if you want to 
tonight, you'll wash and vacu 
but you don't need to polish. 
my bottom line.'" 
He adopted his fall back position: 
wash tile outside, empty the 
but nothing else. Otherwise I'll pi 
ban on emptying the gatba~e 6r 
week!• She screamed: D01 
threaten me, I pay the food bills.• 
saw she was really angry, and 
decided to put her in a win/ 
situation. "Look, Mum, you nee! 
clean car, I need lunch. We can 
get something here. I'll wash the 
if you do the vacuuming and 
me a sandwich." 
My PSU patient happily went li 
~et the vacuum cleaner. She'd 
JOYed the negotiatin~ battle so 
she didn't even notice that she 
doing the very job she had 
her son to do. 
Send your problems tot) 
Hartman's secretary, ]llli 
McCrossin, care of All 
The View from Britain 
In Britain we have a way of seeing things. We see a 
world where civilisation ends at the other side of 
the English Channel, we fondly remember the days 
of empire and we cry into our gin as the Ashes 
escape, once again, back down under. We call it 
Thatcherlsm. 
There is an alternative. It comes from the most 
influential magazine on the British Left. An open, 
unpredictable read that mixes politics, culture and 
style. Marxism Today has charted the rise of 
Thatcherism, mapped out the radical rethink 
needed for a revival of the Left and is uniquely 
placed to track the aftermath of the democratic 
revolutions of Eastern Europe. 
Pronouncing the end of communism, Marxism Today 
represents the era of renewal, New Times. Times 
that will be global rather than local, personal and at 
the same time political, green as well as red. 
- From post-commun1sm to postmodern1sm a Marxism Today subscription is your monthly inv1tation to Unconventional W1sdom. 
Marxism Today Subscription 
START my subscnpt1on with the 1ssue of 
Marx1sm Today 
Your subscnption copy will be a1r-mailed to you, with 
delivery w1th1n 7 days of publication 
I enclose a cheque (payable to Marx1sm Today) for A$75 
OR deb1t my AccessMsa Card (delete as appropriate) 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
S1gned - ---- ---- ---- ----
Name __________________________________ _ 
Address ----------------------------------
Return: MT Subscriptions, 16 StJohn Street, 
London EC1M 4AY, England. 
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FIGHTING OVER THE FORESTS 
Ian Watson 
For the past decade, environmental politics 
in Australia has been dominated by conflicts 
between timber workers and conservation-
ists. Terania Creek, on the north coast of 
New South Wales, was the scene of one of 
the earliest and most bitter confrontations. 
The acrimony aroused and the gulf which 
separated the protagonists persists to this 
day. 
Is such conflict inevitable? Can common 
ground be found between these two war-
ring camps? 
In seeking answers to such questions, Ian 
Watson draws on the words of over SO con-
servationists, timber workers and foresters-
ordinary people caught up in a dramatic en-
vironmental struggle. Fighting over the 
forests offers insights which illuminate 
many of the curren~ ~>rest controversies and 
seekstoadvancethc.:debateonthisenduring 
dilemma. 
Ian Watson has been researching in the 
areas of environmental politics, unemploy-
ment and social justice for the last decade. 
Allen & Unwin September 1990 
ISBN: 0044422083 Pb $17.95 
BAD ATTITUDE 
The Processed World Anthology 
Edited by Chris Carlsson 
&Mark Leger 
Bad Attitude is a collection of writings and 
graphics from the extraordinary Processed 
World magazine. Dedicated to giving voice 
to the benumbed £oct-soldiers of the infor-
mation age it contains blistering first-hand 
accounts of life at the bottom oft he ladder.ln 
these pages the service economy and the 
new high tech jobs often touted in glowing 
terms by the mainstream media are exposed 
for their quotidian banality, their essential 
uselessness, and the Catch-22 absurdity that 
permeates all corporate life under late capi-
talism. 
Moving at bike messenger speed between 
offices, Bad Attitude describes the hazards of 
the office computer and how to sabotage it, 
mutant culture in Silicon Valley, the new 
transiency undercutting links at work, the 
connections between time and money, 
bosses and secretaries, resistance and resig-
nation. It provides a unique basis for new 
theoretical developments in the struggle for 
human liberation, and, above all, it assures 
the thousands of isolated rebels mired in 
dead-end and deadening jobs that they are 
not alone. 
Verso October 1990 
ISBN: 0860919463 
LAW & THE SEXES 
Explorations in feminist jurisprudence 
Ngaire Naffine 
This book explores the problems of gender 
and class bias inherent in the practice of law 
by presenting a critique of a fundamental 
issue - the individual as envisaged by Eng-
lish, American and Australian law. 
It argues that while the law professes to be 
based on the 'universal person' abstracted 
from social context, a person who could be 
anyone anywhere, in fact the law endows its 
legal subject with very specific qualities. 
In doing so it excludes both women and 
working-class men from the legal notion of 
the human being. 
Law and the Sexes looks at the way in which 
the legal community has helped to shore up 
law's social vision. It endeavours to throw 
light on the practical effects of such legal bias 
on both women and working-class men. 
Ngaire Naffine PhD, is Research Fellow, 
University of Adelaide and Visiting Scholar 
in the Research School of Social Sciences at 
the Australian National University. 
Allen & Unwin July 1990 
ISBN: 0044422105 Pb $18.95 
COOL MEMORIES 
Jean Baudrillard 
Translated by Chris Turner 
Jean Baudrillard's last book was about 
America. His new one is about cats, Foucault, 
Alfa-Romeos, leukaemia, Catholicism, the 
Berlin Wall, mattresses, Laurent Fabius, 
Jean-Paul II, roses, Antarctica, Lech Walesa, 
porn films, feminism, Stevie Wonder, DNA 
and terrorism. 
Jean Baudrillard has brought postmoder-
nism into the realm of high fashion. America 
has sold 16,000 copies worldwide since publica-
tion in Autumn 1988. Where America de-
scribed the continent as 'a block of light, 
modernity in the pure state, neither dream 
nor reality, b~t a primitive hyperreality, an 
achievoo utopia', Cool Memories is the other 
sidt! of America, the disillusioned side, pre-
sented in the form of a diary. 
Jean Baudrillat'd was born in Reims in 1929 
and now lives in Paris. Among his works 
translated into English are In the Shadow of the 
Silent Majorities, Simulations and Simulc.cra 
and (from Verso) America. 
Verso October 1990 
ISBN 0 86091500 X Pb $29.95 
Pb $29.95 Available from all good boo 
or from Allen and Unw 
PO Box 764 North S ~ NSW 2059 
FEMINIST FICTION 
Anne Cranny-Francis 
This the first book to examine the ways 
which feminists have made use of a 
of fictional forms, including science 
fantasy, utopian fiction, detective 
and romance. 
Cranny-Francis shows how feminist 
thors have used fictional genr£>s to 
new possiblitiesabout society and 
roles and conceptions of women. 
from the restrictions imposed by 
tions of realism, some fictional 
able the imagination to range 
the same time these genres are 
to conservative assumptions and 
This wide-ranging and original work 
be of particular interest to '"'u'"'"''"~· 
demics in media and cultural 
women's studies and literature and 
theory. It will also be of interest to 
who reads modern popular fiction. 
Anne Cranny-Francis is Lecturer in 
Literature at the University of 
Polity Press September 1990 
ISBN: 074560528"1 Pb $24.95 
FAREWELL PERESTROIKA 
A Soviet Chrcnicle 
Boris Kagarlitsky 
Translated by Rick Simon 
In this dramatic, month-by-month 
ide of a tumultuous period, 
Kagarlitsky bears witness to the<>r11nlin•••• 
open political discussion in the 
Union during the 'hot summer' of1988. 
Describing the elections of Spring 
Kagarlitsky assesses candidates like 
Yeltsin, to whom Kagarlitsky's 
Popular Front lent critical 
lines the way in which the 
Congress fed a mounting 
gap between promised and actual 
And he points to the dangers of an 
ing 'market Stalinism' which could 
bate social inequality without 
political freedom. 
Kagarlitsky's testament concludes 
stark account of the escalating 
and conflicts facing the o-ovP•·nn11'nl:il 
early months of 1990-events 
theaulhor'sview, the demise of 
itself. 
Boris Kagarlitsky was elected to 
Moscow Soviet in April1990. 
Verso October 1990 
ISBN 0 86091 508 5 Pb $29.95 
